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Report on the master's programmes MA International Conflict
and Secrdty, LLM in International Economic Law, LLM in
International Law with International Relations, MA in
International Political Economy, and MA in International
Relations of The University of Kent

This report takes as a stafting point the NVA.O assessment framework fot accteditaion zt
progrârnme level in Flanders.

Administrative data rcgatding the progtammes

Mastet's programme MA Intetnational Conflict and Security
Name of the programme: MA Intetnational Conflict and Secudty
HOR tegisttation: yes

Level of the progrdnme: master's
Orientation of the progrâmme: academic
Number of credits: 90 or 1,20 EC
Sp ecralizattons or ttacks :

Location(s): Brussels City
Mode(s) of study: full time, part time
Expiration of accreditation: 30-09-2014

Mastet's programme MA in International Relations
Name of the prografirme: MA in Intematsonal Relations
HOR registtation: yes

Level of the programme: master's

Orientation of the programme: academic

Numbet of credits: 90 ot 120 EC
Specializations or tracks: Political Science; Intemational Politics
Location(s): Btussels City
Mode(s) of study: full time, part tìme
Expiration of accreditation: 30-09-201'4

Master's programme MA in International Political Economy
Name of the programme: MA in IntemalonalPolitical Economy
HOR registtation: yes

Level of the progrâmme: master's
Orientation of the progrâmme: academic

Number of credits: 90 or 1'20 EC
SpecialÞ,a:ions or ttacks: Political Science; International Politics
Location(s): Brussels City
Modeþ) of study: firll time, patt time
Expiration of accreditation: 30-09-201'4
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Masteds programme LLM in Intemational Law with Intern ational Relations
Name of the programme: LLM in Intemational Law with Intemaional Relations
HOR tegisttation: yes
Level of the prografiìme: mastet of laws
Orientation of the programme: academic
Numbet of credits: 90 or 120 EC
Specializations or tracks: Political Science; Intemational PoJitics; Public Law
Location(s): Brussels City
Mode(s) of study: full time, part time
Expitation of accreditation: 30-09-201,4

Master's programme LLM in International Economic Law
Name of the prografirme: LLM in Internattonal Economic Law
HOR tegistration: yes

Level of the proglamme: master of laws
Orientation of the progtamme: academtc
Numbet of credits: 90 or 120 EC
Specializations or ttacks: International Politics; Law and Politics; Economic Law
Location(s): Brussels City
Mode(s) of study: full time, part time
Expitation of accteditation: 30-09-2014

The visit of the âssessment committee International Studies to the Brussels School of
International Studies of The University of I(ent took place on 2-4 }une 2074.

Administrative data regarding the institution

Name of the institution:
Status of the institution:
Result in stitutional quality âs surance as s es smerit:

Quantitative data regarding the programmes

The Univetsity of Kent
registered
not applied

The tequited quantitative data regarding the programmes âÍe included in Appendix 5.

Composition of the assessment committee

The committee that assessed the master's programmes MA International Conflict and
Secutity, LLM in Intetnational Economic Law, LLM in InternationalLaw with Internattonal
Relations, MA ifl Intetnational Relations, and MA in Intetnational Political Economy
consisted of:

o Prof. dr. Pierre Vercauteren, chat of the committee
o Prof. dt. Adld Saether, member
o Drs.Ron Ton, member
o Dt.Fteya Baetens, membet
o Ms. Tessa Baeck MA, student-member
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The committee was supported by Mark Delmartino MA, who acted as secretâry. A.drienne

\X/ieldtaaijer-Hutjzer prepated andmanaged the assessment on behalf of QANU.

The board of the University of l(ent and the Accteditation Organisation of the Nethetlands
and Flanders (Ì.{VAO) approved the composition of the panel. Appendix 1 contains the

curicula vitae of the members of the panel. ,{.ll membets of the panel and the sectetaties

sþed a declatatton of independence as required by the NVr\O protocol to ensure that they
judge without bias, personal prefetence or petsonal intetest, and the judgement is made

without undue influence from the institute, the progtamme or other stakeholders (see

Appendix 8).

Working method of the assessment committee

Preþarations

On 21 Lprn 201,4, QANU received the cdtical teflection on each of the five master

prograÍìmes under review. After z check on relevance and completeness, the QÂNU project
m^nàger requested the Brussels School of Intemational Studies (furthet: BSIS) of the

University of l(ent (further: UoI9 to submit additional infotmation and distdbuted the
reports and the additional matedals to the members of the comrnittee. They read the reports

and provided feedback on their findings to the secretairy, who compiled this infotmation for
discussion during the panefs prcpara;toly meeting. Furthermore, the secretary ptoduced a list
of issues the committee could raise during discussion with one or more stakeholdet groups,

In addition, each committee membet tead 10 recent dissertations covering the full range of
marks given, two per programme. The committee members teceived QANU's checklist fot
the assessment of theses to ensure that their âssessments \I/ere compatable. Since the

programmes lead to scientific degtees, the committee paid specific attention to the scientific
level of the theses, the academic tequirements, catefulrtess of judgement by the reviewet of
the progtamme, and the assessment procedure used. Priot to the site visit, the committee
requested insight into the structure, content, assessmerit and evaluation of a selection of
courses. During the site visit, it assessed the quality of the course desctþtions, student
information, and exams in mote detail. .An ovewiew of all documents and theses reviewed by

the committee is included in Appendix 8.

The sectetary visited BSIS on 29 Apl:.J,201.4 to prepare the site visit. The meeting focused on

three issues: the progtamme of the vatious sessions, the materials to be made avatlable for
review on site and the logistics of the three-day visit. As requested by QANU, the institution
carefrrlly selected discussion pârtners. The proposal was discussed with, and eventually

approved by, the chair of the committee. An overview of the sessions and the respective

participants is included in Appendix 7.

Site visit
The site visit to the Brussels School of International Studies took place on 2-4 June 201,4. It
stafted with a prcpert^toty meeting, dudng which the committee 'was installed, insftucted, and

its tasks and functioning were discussed. The committee members exchanged k.y
observations on the programmes and agreed on intemal working atarLgemeÍrts during the

visit. Finaþ, the committee identified the issues to be raised in the respective interviews.
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During the site visit, the committee also studied the materials put at disposition by BSIS, such
as module descrþtions, conveflor notes, coutseworþ module evaluations, and minutes of
meetings of the Board of Studies, Boatd of Examiners and the Joint Council.

Dudng the site visit, the committee interviewed the programme manâgement, teaching staff,
administrative staff, students, alumni, as well as members of the Boatd of Studies and the
Boatd of Examinets, Prior to the site visit, both staff and students were informed about the
opportunity to speak to the committee confidentially dudng the 'consultation hour'. No
requests were received.

In the absence of specific domain-specific ftamewotks of teference (Appendlr 2) f.ot any of
the five prograrnmes under considetation, the committee paid specific attention to the
intended leaming outcomes of each proglâmme which are listed in,\ppendix 3.

Aftet the concluding meeting with the mânagement, the committee formulated its
considerations and pteliminaty conclusions per progrâmme and quality standard. The site
visit was concluded with a shot feedback by the chairman of the committee hrghJighung the
key observations of the committee.

Repoø

Aftet the visit, the secretary ptoduced a dtaft version of the report, which was submitted to
the committee fot teview and feedback. The input of the committee members was ptocessed
in a tevised draft report, which was then sent to the UoI( to check fot factual erors. The
comments and suggestions provided by the UoI( wete discussed with the chair of the
committee. Based on the committee's decisions to incorporâte or þore comments and
suggestions, the secretary compiled the final version of the assessment report.

Decision rules

In accordance with the NVAO's Assessment framework for limited progrâmme âssessments
(as of 22 November201,l), the committee used the following definitions fot the assessment
of both the standards and the programme as a whole.

Generic quality
The quality that can reasonably be expected in an international perspective from a higher
education bachelor's or master's programme.

Unsatisfactory
The progtamme does not meet the cutrent genedc quality standards and shows serious
shortcomings in several areas,

Satisfactory
The progtamme meets the current genedc quality standards and shows an acceptable level
across its entire spectrum.

Good
The programme systematically supasses the current generic quality standards âcross its entire
spectrum.

Excellent
The ptogtamme systemati.ully well sutpasses the current generic quality standards across its
entire spectrum and is tegarded as an (inter)national example.
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Summary judgement

This report provides an ovewiew of the panels findings and considetations regarding the
master's prografnmes International Conflict and Security, International Relations,
International Political Economy, Intemational Law with Intemational Relations, and
Intetnational Economic Law of the Btussels School of International Studies, University of
I{ent. The panel based its judgemeflt on infotmation acquired ftom the cdtical teflection, a

number of selected theses, the interviews held during the site visit, additional readingmaterial
which was available during the site visit, and the digital learning environment, The panel
found positive aspects as well as points for improvement. Although the panel is critical about
Standard 2 of the master's programme International EconomicLaw, it concludes that the all
master's progrâmmes satisfy the requirements fot te-accteditation.

MA in Intetnational Conflict and Secutity
The MA in International Conflict and Secutity addtesses a very specific atea within the
broader field of international relations studies znd tatgets students with a panicular
motivation. -A.ccotding to the committee, this progtamme features three charactetistics that-
taken as a combination - sets it apat ftom othet master progtammes in telated fields at other
universities: intetdiscipltnarity, contacts with the professional freld and a multi-national and
multi-cultural student and staff body. In the absence of a domain-specific tefetence
framework for Intemational Conflict and Secutity studies in eithet the UI{ ot Flanders, the
committee established that the learning outcomes of the programme are fonnulated
adequately for its purpose âs mastet programme of academic orientation. The progtamme will
address not only concepts and theories to understand contemponry internalúonal conflicts
and security issues, but also learn students about secutity policies, conflict prevention, eady

watning and conflict m^îàgement thtough negotiation and mediation. The committee,
moreover, considers that the intended learning outcomes teflect the requirements of the
discipline in an internattonal perspective. Gtaduates ftom this progrâmme are likely to find
suitabie employment according to the committee, as there is a sþificant demand for
professionals wotking in countries experiencing conflict andf or managþg mitigating or
tesolving conflicts.

The one-ye^r pr.ogra;mme (90 EC, 1800 study houts) consists of two compulsory modules,
four electives and one dissertation, which accounts for one third of the tegulat prografiìme
load. The extended variant (1,20 F,C, 2400 study hours) consists of three mote elective

modules or an additional study period abrcad. Accotding to the committee, the cu-tticulum
allows students to gain an in-depth undetstanding of the core concepts of conflict, violence
and security. Through their choice of electives, students can add a component on for instance
migration ot gender. Some modules 

^re 
t^ught by ptactitioners with an academic background

who spend most of their time in the field, e.g. as international mediatot, These extemal
specialists often start ftom their own ptofessional expettise and gradually add the academtc

research perspective, àrr 
^ppro^ch 

which is much appreciated by the students and brings a

particular type of understanding and skills, On the basis of a sample of modules it reviewed,
the committee considers that the intended leatning outcomes and objectives of the
programme arc adequately translated in the leaming goals of the curriculum modules.

The study load of the programme is feasible. Students 
^te ^w^re 

that they should take their
educatjon in hand, but can rely on ¡he avatfabiJity and commitment of convenots, thesis

supewisors, PhD students and administtative staff. According to the committee, lecturers
have the adequate research and didactical expertise to deliver their modules. The numbet of
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permanent staff is limited, but sufficient for the delivery of the programmes in their current
form. Moteovet, the committee is impressed by the opportunities for study leave by academic
staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of International Studies ate sufficient. The intranet
link with the Univetsity of l(ent ptovides students with good access to the library and the
vittual leaming network, The academic 

^tea,, 
howevet, is not conducive for individual

tesearch and the lectute/seminâr rooms lack state-of-the art equipment, such as smartboards.

The assessment system follows the provisions established at the University of l(ent and is
implemented adequately âcross all progtammes in Brussels. The committee thinks highly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as

well as of the feedback lecturets provide to students' individual coursework. On the basis of
the sample it teviewed, the committee considers the âssessments to be valid, reliable and
trânsparent. The key âssessment product invatiably being afl. essay, the committee suggests
the ptogtamme to diversifii its assessment within and across modules.

The committee teviewed a sample of ten dissertations and considers each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. Apart from reading many ftugh/good) quality dissertations, the
committee also noticed that students with lower matks had difficulties in either formulating
an adequate teseatch question or in building^n 

^rgtmentation 
based on the research findings.

Students ate satisfied with the extensive and qaahtative support they receive fiom their
supervisors. More rJrzn 90o/o of the students who enrol on the programme eventually
complete it. Notwithstanding the economic crisis, Intemational Conflict and Security
gtaduates contjnue to find suitable employment in line with the level and orientation of their
studies: some âre now PhD students at BSIS, othets have taken on functions with the Pacific
Council in Los Angeles, the National Democtatic Insitute in \Tashington DC or the South
Asia Democtatic Forum in Brussels.

The Brussels School of Intetnational Studies follows the intemal quality assurance provisions
of the Univetsity of l(ent. The composition and tasks of the Boatd of Studies differ
somewhat ftom 'Opleidingscommissies' at Flemish universities, but its members 

^recornpetent, according to the committee. Students âre represented on the Board, but could do
with a more prominent and visible tole. Individual module evaluations are comprehensive
and constitute a usefirl complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appreciates
that student coflcerns ate taken sedously znd that issues adsing ftom either formal
evaluations or infotmal discussions are addressed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
network of individual staff members has expanded ovet the yeârs, which in turn creates more
opportunities for academic and professional coopetation, as well as for students to spend
time studying, researching or wotking outside BSIS. Alumni, however, deserve further
attention of the progrâmmes, as they are not structutaþ involved in quality assurânce yet.

The committee assesses the standards from the Ässessment framework for progrâmme
accreditation in the following way:

MA Internarional Conflict and Secørifl:

Standard 1: Intended exit level
Standatd 2:Teachtng and leatning process
Standatd 3: Exit level achieved
Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the internal quality assurance

Genetal conclusion

satisfactory
satisfactory
satisfactory
satisfactory

satisfactory
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MA in International Relations
The MA in International Relations provides students with advanced ttaining in the methods,
scope, theories and findings in the field of International Relations. According to the
committee, this ptogtamme features three charactetistics that- taken as a combination - sets

it ^p^rt 
from other master ptogrammes in related fields ^t other univetsities:

intetdiscþlinarrty, contacts with the professional field and a multi-nattonal and multi-cultural
student and staff body. In the absence of a domain-specific tefetence framewotk fot
Intetnational Relations studies in eithet the UI( ot Flandets, the committee established that
the learning outcomes of the progrâmme are fotmulated adequately for its purpose as mâster
progrãnme of academic orientation. The progtarffne focuses on theoty and methodology:
students are acqufuing a solid knowledge of the theories, herttage, development and major
debates of the Intetnational Relations discipline. It also prepâres students explicitly fot
postgraduate research. The committee, moreover, considets that the intended learning
outcomes reflect the requirements of the discipline in an internattonal petspective.

The one-year progrãnme (90 EC, 1800 study horus) consists of one compulsory module, five
electives and one dissertation, which accounts for one third of the tegular progtamme load.
The extendedvartznt (1,20 8C,2400 study houts) consists of thtee more elective modules ot
an additional study period abtoad. The curriculum allows students to gain an in-depth
understanding of the core concepts of intemational telations while offering a htgh degree of
choice. The ptogamme particulatly caters fot students who have gtaduated in other fields
and wish to transfer to international relations. Not'urithstanding the options, the committee
considers the progtamme to be coherent: it is sttongly infotmed by theory, the dissertation
process is guarded catefully and the prograrnme convenor is ptoviding petsonalised advice to
students when deciding on theit elective modules. On the basis of a sample of modules it
reviewed, the committee considers thât the intended learning outcomes and objectives of the
programme are adequately translated in the learning goals of the cutticulum modules,

The study load of the programme is feasible. Students 
^re ^'w^re 

that they should take their
education in hand, but can rely on the availabiJity and commitment of convenors, thesis

supervisors, PhD students and administtative staff. According to the comrnittee, lectutets
have the adequate reseatch and didactical expertise to delivet their modules. The numbet of
permanent staff is limited, but sufficient for the delivery of the progrâmmes in their current
form. Moreover, the committee is impressed by the opportunities fot study leave by academic

staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of International Studies are sufficient. The intranet
link with the University of I(ent provides students with good access to the libraty and the
virtual learning network. The academic 

^te , howevet, is not conducive fot individual
research and the lecture/seminar rooms lack state-of-the xt equipment, such as smattboards.

The assessment system follows the ptovisions established at the lJnivetsity of l(ent and is
implemented adequately âcross all ptogtammes in Brussels. The committee thinks htghly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as

well as of the feedback lectuters provide to students' individual coutsework. On the basis of
the sample it reviewed, the committee considers the assessments to be valid, teliable and
trânspârent. Furthermore, the committee supports the convenor's approach to test students'
understanding of the issues addtessed in the compulsory module.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissettations and considers each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. Apart from reading many @€h/good) quality dissertations, the
committee also noticed that students with lowet marks had difficulties in either fotmulating
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an adequate research question or in building an argumentation based on the research findings.
Students are satisfied with the extensive and qualitative suppott they receive from theit
supervisots. Mote than 90o/o of the students who entol on the programme eventually
complete it. Nohvithstanding the economic crisis, Intemational Relations gtaduates continue
to find suitable employment in line with the level and odentation of their studies, for instance
as PhD teseatchets, at non-profit organisations (Network of European Foundations in
Btussels, Forsvarets Forskningsinstitut in Oslo) or the Erxopean Commission.

The Btussels School of International Studies follows the intemal quality âssurance provisions
of the University of l(ent. The composition and tasks of the Board of Studies differ
somewhat from 'Opleidingscommissies' at Flemish universities, but its members 

^recompetent, according to the committee. Students âre represented on the Board, but could do
with a mote ptorninent and visible ro1e. Individual module evaluations are comprehensive
and constitute a useful complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appreciates
that student concerns ate taken seriously and that issues arising from eithet fortnal
evaluations or informal discussions are addressed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
network of individual staff members has expanded over the yeârs, which in turn creates more
opportunities for academic and professional cooperat)ott,, as well as fot students to spend
time studying, teseatching or wotking outside BSIS. Alumni, however, deserve further
attention of the programmes, as they are not structurâlly involved in quality âssurance yet.

The committee assesses the standards ftom the assessment framework for proglãnme
accteditation in the following way:

MA in Inlernarional Re/ations:

Standatd 1: Intended exitlevel
Standatd 2:Teachrng and leatning process
Standatd 3: Exit level achieved
Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the internal quality assurance

satisfactoty
satisfactoty
satisfactoty
satisfactoty

General conclusion satisfactory

MA in Intemational Political Economy
The MA in Intemational Political Economy addtesses the geopolitical and social
transformation fostered by intensifred ttans-national economic integration. According to the
committee, this progtammes features three chatacteristics that- taken as a combination - sets
it 

^p^rt 
from other mâster ptogtammes in related fields ^t othet universities:

interdisciplinariq, contacts with the professional freld and a multi-national and multi-cultural
student and staff body. In the absence of a domain-specific reference framework for
International Political Economy studies in either the UI( ot Flanders, the commitree
established that the leaming outcomes of the programme are formulated adequately for its
purpose as master progrâmme of academic odentation. The progrâmme focuses explicitly on
bdngtng together the disciplines of poJitics, law and economics to better understand the
issues in the freld of international political economy. The committee, moreover, considers
that the intended learning outcomes reflect the tequirements of the discþline in an
intetnational perspective.

The one-ye^r progtumme (90 EC, 1800 study hours) consists of two compulsory modules,
four electives and one dissertation, which accounts for one third of the regulat progrâmme
load. The extended variatt (120 F'C, 2400 study houts) consists of three more elective
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modules or afl additional study period abtoad. The programme is coordinated in close

cooperation with the LLM progrâmme in Intemational Economic Law, and its curriculum is

composed of politics, economics, law and sociology modules. Moteovet, Btussels-based

policy practitioners are involved as teachers, tutors and guest-lecturers. On the basis of a

sample of modules it reviewed, the committee considers that the intended leaming outcomes

and objectives of the programme are adequately ttanslated in the learning goals of the
cutriculum modules. Cwrently, the progtamme is open to students with a vadety of fitst cycle

backgtounds. Because students with no/hardly any previous backgtound in the subject seem

to expedence more diffrculties in undetstanding al7 materials, the committee suggests the
progrâmme to consider shalpening the entry requirements admitting only students with a

reasonable backgtound in economics and poìitics. This suggestion, howevet, does not affect
the overall positive appteciation of the committee tegatding the quality of the individual
modules or their aJignment with the intended leaming outcomes.

The study load of the progtamme is feasible. Students 
^re ^ware 

that they should take their
education in hand, but can rely on the availabiJity and commitment of convenors, thesis

supervisors, PhD students and administtative staff. According to the committee, lecturets

have the adequate research and didactical expertise to deliver their modules. The number of
permanent staff is Limited, but sufficient for the delivety of the progrâmmes in their current
form. Moreover, the committee is impressed by the opportunities fot study leave by academic

staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of International Studies are sufficient. The intranet
link with the University of I(ent provides students with good âccess to the ltbrary and the
virtual learning network. The academic area, however, is not conducive fot individual
research and the lecture/seminar rooms lack state-of-tlte att equipment, such as smartboards.

The assessment system follows the provisions established at the Universtty of I(ent and is
implemented adequately across all ptogtammes in Btussels. The committee thinks hrghly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as

well as of the feedback lectutets provide to students' individual coutsewotk. On the basis of
the sample it reviewed, the committee considers the assessments to be valid, teliable and

trânsparent. The committee also supports the convenot's apptoach to test students'

understanding of the issues addtessed in the compulsoty module.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissettations and considets each of these to be of
sufficient academic quaJity. Students with lower matks on theit dissettation usuaþ had

difficulties in either formulatìng an adequate tesearch question or building ân ârgumentation
based on the research findings. However, any possible weakness in disciplinary know-how at

the start of the prograrrìme seems to have been repaired by the time students delivet the
dissertation. Students, moreover, are satisfied with the extensive and qualitative support they
teceive from their supewisors. More thzn 90o/o of the students who enrol on the progrâmme
eventually complete it. Nonvithstanding the economic ctisis, International Political Eãonomy
gtaduates contjnue to find suitable employment in line with the level and orj.entation of their
studies, for instance as consultaÍtt or 

^t 
international organtsattons such as the UN ot EFTA.

The Brussels School of International Studies follows the intemal quality âssurance ptovisions
of the University of l(ent. The composition and tasks of the Boatd of Studies diffet
somewhat ftom 'Opieidingscommissies' at Flemish univetsities, but its members 

^re
competent, according to the committee. Students are represented on the Board, but could do

with a more prominent and visible role. Individual module evaluations are comptehensive

and constitute a useful complement to more infortnal evaluations. The committee appteciates

that student concerns arc taken sedously znd that issues atising ftom either formal
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evaluations or infotmal discussions are addtessed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
netwotk of individual staff membets has expanded over the years, which in turn creâtes more
opportunities fot academic and ptofessional coopetation, âs well as for student placement.
Alumni, howevet, deserve furthet attention of the programmes, as they are not structutally
involved in quality assurance yet.

The committee âssesses the standards fiom the assessment framework fot prografnme
accteditation in the following way:

MA in Intematioaal Political Econorrgt:

Standatd 1: Intended exit level
Standard 2: Teachtng and leatning process
Standard 3: Exit level achieved
Standatd 4: Set-up and organisation of the intemal quality âssurance

satisfactory
satisfactoty
satisfactory
satisfactory

General conclusion satisfactoty

LLM in Intemational Law with International Relations
The LLM in Intemational Law with Intemaio¡al Relations aims to provide a level of
integtation âmong two disciplines that will allow each domain to be informed by the other.
,A.ccording to the committee, this progtamme features three chancteristics that- taken as a
combination - sets it apart ftom other master programmes in related frelds at other
universities: interdisciplinarity, contâcts with the professional freld and a multi-national and
multi-cultural student and staff body. In the absence of a domain-specific reference
ftamework fot studies in Intemational Law with Internattonal Relations in either the UI( or
Flanders, the committee established that the leatning outcomes of the progrãnme are
formulated adequately for its purpose as initial master programme of academic orientation.
The ptogtamme considers the theoretical bases of intemational law and enables students to
understand znd evalaate pubJic intetnational law and its role, poten:dral and limitations in
international affuts. The committee, moreover, considers that the intended learning
outcomes teflect the requirements of the discipline in an international perspective. Graduates
ftom this programme ate likely to find suitable employment according to the committee, as

there is a sþificant demand fot ptofessionals with alegaI qualifîcation outside the taditional
legal professions.

The one-ye^r prograimme (90 EC, 1800 study hours) consists of four law modules, two
intemational telations modules and one disseftation, which accounts for one third of the
regulat programme load. The extended varønt (120 8C,2400 study hours) consists of three
mote elective modules on 

^17 
additional study petiod abroad. The committee notj.ced that

modules often ovedap with the MA progrâmme in Intemational Relations. On the basis of
the indications set by the respective progrâmmes, it is possible to tailor a curiculum that is
identical for five out of six taught modules. Furtherrnore, the committee points to the
different situations in England and Flanders with rcgard to awarding LLM degrees to students
with no or hatdly any ptevious backgtound in law. The committee therefore invites the

Prograrnme to consider awatding such students an MA nther thzn an LLM degtee. \X/ith
regard to the contents of the curdculum, the committee has no resewations on the quality of
the individual modules ot on the alignment of theit leatning goals with the overall prograÍrme
objectives and learning outcomes. On the contra;ry, the ptogtamme addresses an interesting
niche in the field of intemational studies, as well as a specific need of students who choose
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this ptogtamme out of academic interest, potential ptofessional career oppotunities, or a

combination of both

The study load of the progtamme is feasible. Students 
^re ^w^te 

that they should take their
education in hand, but can rely on the availability and commitment of convenors, thesis
supervisors, PhD students and administrative staff. According to the committee, lecturers
have the adequate reseatch and didactical expertise to delivet theit modules. The number of
permanent staff is Limited, but sufficient for the delivety of the progrâÍrmes in their current
form. Moreover, the committee is impressed by the opportunities fot study leave by academic
staff. The facilities at the Btussels School of International Studies are sufficient. The intranet
link with the Univetsity of l(ent provides students with good access to the hbrary and the
virtual learning network. The academic 

^rea, 
however, is not conducive for individual

tesearch and the lecture/seminar rooms lack state-of-the art equipment, such as smartboards.

The assessment system follows the provisions established at the Univetsity of I(ent and is
implemented adequately across alJ, programmes in Btussels. The committee thinks htghly of
the infotmation that is provided to students in the programme and module specifi.cations, as

well as of the feedback lectutets provide to students' individual coursework. On the basis of
the sample it teviewed, the committee considers the assessments to be valid, reliable and
transpârent. The key assessment product invadably being ân essay, the committee suggests

the progtamme to diversify its assessment within and actoss modules.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissettations and considers each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. The dissetation topics àre very much in line with the focus of the
progranìme. Apart ftom reading mâny (h€h/good) quality dissertations, the committee also

noticed that students with lower matks had difficulties in either fotmulating an adequate
teseatch question or in building ân ârgrlrnentation based on the reseatch findings. The
approach in all cases teflected the core discipline Gr-) "f the LLM programme. Students are

satisfied with the extensive and quahtztive support they receive from their supervisors. More
tltan 90o/o of the students who entol on the proglâmme eventually complete it.
Notwithstanding the economic crisis, graduates in Intetnational Law with Internaional
Relations continue to find suitable employrnent in line with the level and orientation of their
studies, e.g. âs legal officer with the special Ttibunal for Lebanon in The Hague, as ditector of
the Fotest Legislation Initiative in London, or âs programme m^rr^ger with the German
Institute for International and Security Affairs in Brussels.

The Brussels School of International Studies follows the intemal quality âssurânce provisions
of the Univetsity of l(ent. The composition and tasks of the Board of Studies differ
somewhat ftom 'Opleidingscommissies' at Flemish univetsities, but its members ate
competent, according to the cornmittee. Studerits are represented on the Board, but could do
with a mote prominent and visible tole. Individual module evaluations âre comprehensive
and constitute a useful complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appreciates
that student coricerfls are taken sedously and that issues adsing ftom either formal
evaluations or informal discussions are addressed swiftly. The committee noticed that the
netwotk of individual staff membets has expanded over the years, which in twn creâtes more
opportunities fot academic and professional coopetation, as well as for student placement.
Alumni, howevet, desewe furthet attention of the prograrrìmes, as they are not structurally
involved in quality assurance yet.

The committee assesses the standards ftom the assessment framewotk for prografiìme
accteditation in the following way:
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U-IUI in Inlernalional Law with International Re/arions:

Standard 1: Intended exit level
Standatd 2: Teachtng and learning process
Standatd 3: Exit level achieved

Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the intemal quality assurance

satisfactory
satisfactory
satisfactory
satisfactory

General conclusion satisfactoty

LLM in Intemational Economic Law
The LLM in Intemational Economic Law draws on the 'law-in-contextr trâdition and the
'world society' approach to offer an integrated interdisciplinary perspective on the global
economy. It aims to provide students with knowledge and understanding of the legal
structures, institutions and pdnciples underpinning efforts to regulate the internationai flow
of goods, services and capttal. Students acquire methodological skills and conceptual tools to
understand and evaluate the intelplay of law and social, political and economic factots in the
structure of the global economy. Accotding to the committee, this progtamme moreover
featutes thtee chancteristics that - taken as a combination - sets tt apat ftom othet master
prograrffnes in related fi.elds at other universities: interdiscipltnarity, contacts with the
professional wodd and a multi-national and multi-cultural student and staff body. In the
absence of a domain-specific reference framewotk for Intemaional Economic Law studies in
either the UI( or Flandets, the committee established that the leaming outcomes of the
progrâmme ate fotmulated adequately fot its putpose âs master programrne of academic
orientation. The committee, moreovet, considers that the intended learning outcomes teflect
the requirements of the discipline in an international petspective, as well as the above-
mentioned core objectives of the prograrnme.

The one-ye^r.proglaimfie (90 EC, 1800 study houts) consists of thtee compulsory modules,
three electives and one dissertation, which âccounts fot one third of the regular progrâmme
Ioad. The extended variant (1,20 F,C, 2400 study hours) consists of three more elective
modules or an additional study period al¡toad. The committee has a numbet of concerns with
rcgatd to the desþ and implementation of the programme. Reviewing the curriculum, the
committee noticed a considerable overlap with the MA ptogtamme in International Political
Economy. On the basis of the indications set by the tespective progrâmmes, it is even
possible to tailor the same cutticulum of taught modules. The main difference lays in the
topic and apprcach of the dissertation, which is infotmed by law rather than political
economy. Moreover, the committee thinks it is importânt to take into account that in
Flanders, LLM degtees âre usually not awatded to students with no oÍ hardly any fitst-cycle
backgtonnd in law. The committee therefore invites the progtamme to considet awatding
such students an MA rather than an LLM degtee. \Øhilst tecognising the ptogtamme is

fulfilling the formal tequirements for an LLM degtee according to the progtamme
specifications, the committee is above all concemed that the legal component is under-
emphasised âcross the progtamme modules and that the curriculum as a whole pâys
insufficient attention to the vatious specialisms that constitute international economic law.
According to the committee, this situation is patticulady problematic when students enter the
programme with hardly any background in law but arc awarded an LLM degree in a specific
domain of law by producing a dissertation in the legal field and following four law modules
which do not cover the bteadth of intemational economic law. \X4rile the progtamme is

aiming to 
^ttract 

students with a vartety of backgtounds, some of these students seem to
experience more difficulties in undetstanding all materials, hence the committeee's suggestion
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to consider shalpening the enfty requirements admitting only students with a teasonable

backgtound in law. Fitr^lly, the committee noticed the limited numbet of student intake over

the past few yeats and wonders to what extent this ptogamme temains viable and
sustainable.

The study load of the progtamme is feasible, Students 
^re ^wàne 

that they should take theit
education in hand, but can tely on the avalability and commitment of convenors, thesis

supervisors, PhD students and administtative staff. Accotding to the committee, lectutets

have the adequate research and didactical expertise to deliver theit modules. The numbet of
permanent staff is limited, but sufficient fot the delivery of the prograrnmes in their current
form. Moreover, the committee is imptessed by the opportunities for study leave by academic

staff. The facilities at the Brussels School of Intetnational Studies are sufficient. The inttanet
link with the University of Kent provides students with good access to the libtary and the
virtual learning network. The academic aïea, however, is not conducive fot individual
research and the lecture/seminar rooms lack state-of-the art equipment, such as smartboatds.

The committee concludes that in tetms of the teaching and leatning process, staff and
facil-ities 

^re 
adequate and sufficient, but considets that the current curriculum on

international economic law does not contain sufficient subject-specific clout for a one-year
LLM progtamme.

The assessment system follows the ptovisions established at the University of I(ent and is
implemented adequately across al1 progtammes in Btussels. The committee thinks htghly of
the information that is provided to students in the programme and module specifications, as

well as of the feedback lectutets ptovide to students' individual coursework. On the basis of
the sample it reviewed, the comrnittee considers the âssessments to be valid, teliable and
transparent. The key assessment product invariably being an essây, the committee suggests

the programme to divetsify its assessment within and across modules.

The committee reviewed a sample of ten dissertations and considets each of these to be of
sufficient academic quality. Students with lower matks for their dissertation usually had

difficulties in either formulating an adeqazte research question ot building an atgurnentation
based on the research findings. However, any possible weakness in discþlinary know-how at

the start of the progrâmme seems to have been repaited by the time students delivet the
dissertation. Students, moreover, are satisfied with the extensive and quahtative suppott they
receive from their supervisots. More thzn 90o/o of the students who enrol on the programme
eventuaþ complete it. Nowithstanding the economic crisis, Intetnational Economic Law
gtaduates continue to find suitable employment in line with the level and orientation of their
studies, for instance at the European Central Banþ in a Iat¡¡ fum ot at the IJS Consulate
General.

The Brussels School of International Studies follows the intemal quality assurance provisions
of the lJniversity of l(ent. The composition and tasks of the Board of Studies differ
somewhat from 'Opleidingscommissies' at Flemish universities, but its members àre

competent, according to the committee. Students are represented on the Board, but could do

with a more ptominent and visible role. Individual module evaluations are comprehensive

and constitute a useful complement to more informal evaluations. The committee appteciates

that student coflcerns arc taken sedously znd that issues atising ftom eithet fotmal
evaluations or informal discussions are addtessed swiftly. The committee noticed that the

network of individual staff membets has expanded ovet the yeats, which in tum creates more
opportunities for academic and ptofessional coopetation, as well as fot student placement.
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Alumni, howevet, desetve further attention of the programmes, as they are not structurally
involved in quality assrffânce yet,

The committee assesses the standatds ftom the assessment framework for prograrnme
accreditation in the following way:

I-JÀ[ in International Economic L^aw:

Standard 1: Intended exit level
Standard 2:Teachtng and leaming plocess
Standatd 3: Exit level achieved
Standard 4: Set-up and otganisation of the intemal quality assurance

satisfactory
unsatisfactory

satisfactory
satisfactory

Genetal conclusion satisfactory for a limited period

The chair and the secretary of the committee hereby declare that all, membets of the
committee have studied this report andthat they agtee with the judgements laid down in the
report. They conftm that the assessment has been conducted in accordance with the
demands rclating to independence.

Date: 15 JvIy 2014

el

Prof. Dr. Piere Vetcauteren
Chatr

Matk Delmartino MA
Secretary

18 QANU /Internattond, Studies, The University of Kent



Description of the standards from the Assessment ftamework for limited
pfogfamme assessments

Preliminary comments
The University of l(ent is a public institution established undet Royal Chater in 1965. The
Univetsity established â centre in Brussels in 1998 to offer postgtaduate programrnes in a

ralnge of intemational studies based on politics, law and economics. These ate offeted
through the Brussels School of Intemational Studies. The progrâmmes offered in Btussels ate

full progtammes of the lJniversity and the degrees awatded are those of the Universþ of
I(ent. These progrânìmes are 'owned' by the televant Schools of the University, prurcipally
the School of Politics and International Relations and the I(ent Law School. As a chafteted
institution, the Univetsity of I(ent is subject to the provisions of the Quality Assutance
Agency for Higher Education in England (QAA). The University is subject to a quality audit

by the QAA and progrâmmes ate monitored through periodic progtarnme reviews, module
evaluations and external examiners' reports. The five prograrnmes undet consideration have

been patt of the ovetall review of programmes in the respective Schools.

Under the ptovisions of the European Highet Education Area and tespecting the freedom of
establishment enshrined in EU Treaties, the University is entitled to offet these progtammes
in Brussels without further accreditation. Howevet, in ordet to simpli$ recognition of awards

in some third counfties and to identify itself as a recognised institution of higher education

wlthin Belgium, the University sought initial accteditation of its core proglâmmes through
NV.,\O lfl 201,0.It obtâined this accreditation in September 2071, and was recognised by the
Flemish Ministry of Education in Octob er 201.1.. The pedod of accreditation is limited in time
and expires at the end of Septembet 201,4. Tlne scope of the current assessment exercise is to
establish whether the existing five ptogtammes continue to fulfil the fout genedc quality
standards of the Accreditation Organisation of the Nethedands and Flanders, Compliance

with these standards will lead to a reneu/ed period of accteditation in Flanders and thus
continued tecognition by the education authotities in Flanders.

The committee has studied self-evaluation reports, dissettations and prograrnme materials of
five different academic mâster progrâÍìmes, i.e. those progrâmmes that have been accredited
by NVAO n 201,1. The BSIS btochure mentions that it currently offers ten master

progrâmmes and three PhD progrârnmes, hosting five academic schools of the University of
I{ent. This set-up allows students to specialise in one progrâmme while informing their
personal approach to intemational studies with courses spanning such disciplines as political
science, law, sociology, history and economics. The BSIS representatives emphasised during
the discussions on site that they tend not to think in terms of individual progammes, but
rather look at the comprehensive pictute of programmes and modules on offer at BSIS.

Much of what has been written in the self-evaluation reports or discussed during the site visit
is valid for zll, (master) progrârnmes at BSIS. Nevertheless, this âssessment report only applies

to the five progammes undet review. Moreovet, the way education and learning is organised

at BSIS makes it difficult for the committee to always point to specific featutes of individual
programmes. Ä11 findings and considetations thetefore apply to all five progrâmmes undet
teview, unless the progtamme(s) concemed arcf is named explicrtly.

The five programmes under considetation have been desþed in accotdance with the norms
for a master's degtee established by the Quality Assurance Agency for Highet Education in
England (QA,\). They are full programmes of the University of I(ent, which is also awarding

the degrees. The committee found it particulady challenging at times to apply an evaltatton
framework that reflects the Dutch and Flemish hþher education situation to progrâlîmes
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which ate established in line with the Bdtish system, In cases where pnogramme elements
diffet from what is customary in Flandets, the committee has reported these divergences. The
committee has ttied in its findings to pay due respect to (the status of) the five programmes
and the Univetsity of I{ent / Btussels School of Intetnational Studies as ptoperþ recognised
and acctedited institutions and programmes in England. In its considerations, however, the
committee has been guided by the NVAO accreditation framework. The committee would in
any case have welcomed mote ptecise guidelines ftom the education authodties on how to
address these differences.
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Standard 1: Intended exit level

The intended exit level is determined based on the manner in which the subject/discipLine-specific learning
outcomes are translated into programme-specifi.c leatning outcomes.

Criteria:
The intended prograrnme-specifrc learning outcomes match the level and odentation (Bachelor's or lvlaster's

degree; ptofessional or academic orientation) within the Flemrsh qualifi.cation ftamework and, if available, the
validated subject/discþline-specific outcomes framewor-k. They correspond with the current requirements that
are set from an international petspective in the professional freld and the discrpline fot the content of the
pfogfamme.

Findings
This section on the intended exit level reports on the committee's findings regatding the
domain-specific reference framewotk, the intended learning outcomes, as well as the level and
orientation of the programmes. The fust half of this section covers genetal element that
apply equally to all five ptogrammes. The latterhalf of this section is dedicated to the specific
profile and objective of each programme and the way this specificity is confumed in the
intended leaming outcomes and the career perspectives of futute gtaduates.

Cenerølfndings
The five progranìmes submitted for assessment 

^re 
all conceived as initial master

programmes of academic odentation in a specialist freld, Initial meâns in this context that the
programmes are open to students with an apptopriate bachelor's degtee who can enrol
directiy, without work expetience. Three progÍâÍìmes lead to a Master of Arts degee, while
two others confer the title of Master of Laws. Fot each programme BSIS has prepated a

separate self-evaluation report. The sections descdbing the intended exit level contain the
profile of each prograÍìme, as well as its objectives and the intended leatning outcomes the
student is expected to have achieved on completion of the mastet programme. According to
the committee, these desctiptions are adequzte and sufficiently specific fot each of the five
pfogfâmmes.

The intended leaming outcomes fot each progrâmme ate listed in Appendix 3 to this report.
They are organised under four headings: knowledge and understanding, intellectual skills,
subject-specific skills and transfetable skills. Reviewing and compadng the different sets of
intended learning outcomes, the committee noticed that on completion of their MA
prografiìmes, students from the thtee MA prograrnmes are expected to have achieved the
same intellectual and ttansferable skills. The leaming outcomes in tetms of intellectual skills,
knowledge and understanding are to a very large extent specific fot the thtee different
prografirmes. The leatning outcomes for the ¡u/e TI M programmes are orgânised under the
same four headings, are vety similat to each other but different from the three MA
progrâfitmes. On completing their LLM progrâmme, gaduates in International Economic
Law and International Law with International Relations will have achieved the same

intellectual, transferable and subject-specific skills. They will also dispose of the same types of
knowledge and understanding, albeit in the sepatate domains of intemational economic law
and intetnational public 1aw, respectively.

As pafi of the âssessment exercise, the committee was tasked to validate the domain specific
reference framewotk fot each of the five ptogtammes. The procedure leading to this
validation is detailed in Appendix 2 to this report. Accotding to BSIS, there ate no domain
specific tefetence frameworks established in the UI( which cover the ateas under review. In
Flanders, such ftameworks are called domain specific leatning outcomes ('domeinspecifieke
leeresultaten), which are set in common by all highet education institutions offetng a
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specific progrâmme. The ftameworks that have been validated until now do not include any
of the domains undet teview in this assessment exercise. The committee has checked for each
of the five ptogtammes whethet the learning outcomes arc in line with what can reasonably
be expected of a mastet's progtamme of academic orientation in this particular field. On the
basis of this teview, the committee considers that the domain specifìc leaming outcomes of
the five master programmes are formulated adequately.

All five prograrrìmes are desþed in accordance with the norms for a degree at master's level
as established by the Q"rlity Assutance Agency fot Higher Education in England (QAA) and
should meet the expected standatds of a Mastet's degree according to the Dublin descrþtors.
The committee compâred the intended leaming outcomes for each of the five progtammes
with the Dublin descriptors at master's level and noticed that the different sets of learning
outcomes indeed encompâss the outcomes of the Dublin descrþtors.

According to the committee, the intended leaming outcomes for each of the five progtammes
are formriated in such a way that they reflect 

^ptIy ^ 
mâster degtee of academic orientation.

The progtammes and their learning outcomes do tefet to the ptofessional context and
contain skills and attitudes that will also be useful on the labour market. However, the
programmes prepâre primadly for otiginal postgtaduate research or a demanding
intetnational careet Nevettheless, the committee noticed that BSIS also pays proper attention
to the professional odentation of its progtâmmes, Over the years, it has built relationships
with a tange of intemational Brussels-based organisations (European Commission, European
Padiament, NATO, international NGOs, etc.). These contâcts enable students to gain
przclúcal experience through intemships and enrich the programmes and modules through
guest lecfures and wotkshops. The committee acknowledges the efforts of BSIS in integtating
the professional wodd into its academic work and recognises that this contributes to the
successful transition of gtaduates from the programme into employment or further study.
Futthermore, the committee reviewed in the self-evaluation reports the professional
opportunities the different programmes are likely to offer to their gtaduates and compared
these desctiptions to the discussions with both staff and alumni. Taking into account that the
current economic crisis is an obstacle to empioyment in almost all sectors, the committee
considets the announced professional perspectives to be realistic.

Findings MA in InternaîionalConflict and Secaritlt

Accotding to the self-evaluation report, the MA in International Conflict and Secudty is

desþed to ptovide the knowledge, as well as analyttcal and ptactical skills to understand the
dynamic and complex factors of modern conflict and to issue effective and legitimate
responses to the main contemporâry security issues. The progtamme aims a.o. to (í) ztttact
those seeking to ptepate for careets in fields concemed with intetnaional conflicts and those
with a general intellectual interest in contemporary security issues; (ü) provide students with a

reseatch-active teaching environment which gives them a good grounding in the study of
international conflict and war, cooperation, security and peace; (üi) examine how state, non-
state and supta-national actors behave and interact in conflict situations; (iv) ensure that
students acquire a solid knowledge of theodes of the câuses and dynamics of different kinds
of contempotary conflict and security threats and the meâns to m^n^ge them. The committee
acknowledges with sympathy the particular ptofile and objectives of the programme.
Reviewing the intended leaming outcomes, the committee noticed that the programme
objectives ate incorporated adequately tn the leaming outcomes.

The progtamme of the MA in International Conflict and Secudty is structured in a similar
way to the progtamme jn Intemational Conflict Anaþsis offeted by the School of Politics and

22 QÀNU flnternaional Studies, The University of Kent



International relations at UoI(, but with a specific focus on secudty to reflect the intetests of
the specialists in Brussels. The interdisciplinary n^t:ure of BSIS moreover enables students to
study aspects of intemational law or economics to entich their understanding of such

ptoblems. The location jn Brussels enables students to observe and leatn fitst-hand from the
working of international otganisations, which gives the progrâmme a much mote practical
dimension in compadson with programmes offered elsewhete. Futthermote the international
composition of the student body with some 40-50 diffetent countri.es represented enables the
study of intemational issues in a hrghly intetnationalised envitonment. Throughout the site

visit, the committee has come to understand and appreciate the added value of offering this
programme in an interdisciplinary environment with exposure to the ptofessional wodd and
in a multinational classtoom.

The committee moreover subscribes to the position of the prograrnme thzt cateer

opportunities related to intemational peace and conflict work h.ave tncreased substantiully itt
recent years. Thete is a sþificant demand for professionals working in countties
experiencing conflict, as well as fot ptofessionals needed to mânâge, mitigate, or resolve
conflicts such as negotiating peace agteements, pteventing deadly conflict, building positive
relations among advetsades, and developing secute and stable societies. In sum, this
progrâmme according to the committee is addtessing a specific niche in intemational telations
studies through a master's degtee of academic odentation that târgets â group of highly
motivated students.

Findings MA in InteraaTio nal Re lations

According to the self-evaluation report, the MA in Intemational Relations is desþed to
provide students with advanced ttaining in the general methods, scope, theodes, and findings
in the field of International Relations. The prograrrìrne is desþed a.o. to: (i) provide students
with a research-active teaching environment; (ü) acquite a good understanding of the
methodologies for the study of international processes; (iÐ obtain solid knowledge of
theories of international relations, the heitage and development of the discipline, its major
debates and its inherent nature as an interdisciplinary study. The committee acknowledges

with sympathy the patticular profile and objectives of the ptogtamme. Reviewing the
intended learning outcomes, the committee noticed that the programme objectives are

incolpotated adequately in the leatning outcomes.

This progtamme is structured in a similar way to the progtamme with the same title offered
by the School of Politics and Intemzttonzl telations at UoI(, as well as at the Flemish
universities of Leuven and An¡werp. In line with the findings on the MÄ ptogamme in
International Conflict and Society, the Internzttonzl Relations progtamme in Brussels has

some special featutes: interdiscþlinarity, contacts with the ptofessional wodd, multinational
student body. Moreover, the progtamme at BSIS offers advanced leaming in Intemational
Relations in combination with u hlgh degtee of choice to compose one's own tailor-made
programme. The committee recognises that this programme indeed sets itself apart by
offering abroad spectrún of choices in an interdisciplinary environment.

The committee moreovet subscribes to the position of the prografiìme that there is a

sþificant and growing demand for ptofessionals with an understanding of Intemattonal
Relations and an adequate training in the relevant theory and methods. Such professionals ate

needed both in the serrrice of individual states, in international otganisations and in tesearch.

According to the committee, the programme will also addtess the increasing need expressed

by a wide tange of NGOs, voluntary otganisations and the private sector. Those ptactising
international relatjons need not just the theoretical undetstanding of the development of the

QANU fltternaionof Studies, The University of Kent 23



discipline but also knowledge of methods and the relationship with other disciplines to be
able to take a sufficiently balanced view of the world. In sum, this progtamme âccording to
the committee is offeting master students the oppottunity to compose their own specrfic
niche programme in intemational telations studies. The combination of content choice and
academic rigour will allow students to use this ptogtamme 

^s ^ stepping stone to a

professional or academic career in their area of preference.

F i n di ngs MA i n I n te rn ati o n a I P o li ti c a / E co n o n1

Accotding to the self-evaluatiofl report, the MA in Intetnational Political Economy equips
students to address the global geopolitical and social ttansfotmation fostered by intensified
trans-national economic integtation in the early 21.st century. The programme aims a.o. to: (i)
offer a criacal perspective of the intelplay between structutes and actots in the global
econom)/, poJitical systems and processes, individuals and the institutions of civil society; (ü)

acquite a solid understanding of methodologies for the study of Social Science in genera| and
in the application of those undetstandings to the study of Intemational Political Economy in
paticulat; (.) acquire the necessary skills for advanced assessment of contemporaly
problems in Intetnational Political Economy and their solutions. The committee
acknowledges with sympathy and interest the patticulat profile and objectives of the
prograrnme. Revrewing the intended leaming outcomes, the committee noticed that the
prograrnme objectives are incotpotated adequately in the learning outcomes.

This ptogtamme j.s curently not taught at UoI! but broadly similar programmes exist in a

number of othet UI( univetsities. The International Political Economy programme at BSIS
shates the same featutes with the other MA programmes in Btussels: interdisciplinanty,
contacts with the professional wodd, and the multinational student body. Throughout the site
visit, the committee has come to understand and apprecnte the added value of offering this
progrâfilme in an interdisciplinary environment, with exposrúe to the professional wodd and
in a multinational classtoom.

The committee, moreover, shares the viewpoint of the ptogtamme that there is a sþificant
and gtowing demand for professionals with an undetstanding of Intetnational Political
Economy and an adequate ttaining in the application of multi-disciplinaty anaþsis to policy
and business practices. Such ptofessionals are needed both in the private and the public
sector, in the sewice of national governments, businesses, international organisations, and
NGOs. In sum, this progtamme accotding to the committee is offering students with a well-
defined area of intetest the opportunity to focus on 

^ 
very specific area in international

studies at academic master level.

Findings I-l-\4 in International L^aw wirh InfemationalRelaîions
,A.ccording to the self-evaluation report, international law and international relations have
ttaditionaþ been taught as disctete subjects, in spite of their close relationship. The LLM in
IntetnationalLaw with Internatonal Relations aims to provide a level of integration that will
allow each discipline to be informed by the other. The ptogramme aims a,o. to provide: (i) a

postgtaduate qualification of value fot students intending to play a leading role in any field of
public international law; (ü) a sound knowledge and systematic understanding of the
institutional sftuctutes, key legal principles and particulâr contexts of international law and
international telations (üi) a degee of specialisation in ateas of public international law of
individual interest; (iv) a sense of critical âwareness of the opetation of public international
law. The committee acknowledges with sympathy and interest the paiticular profile and
objectives of the progrâmme. Reviewing the intended learning outcomes, the committee
noticed that all, programme objectives are ìncotporated adequately tn the learning outcomes.
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This progtamme is structured in a similat wây to the progtamme with the same title offeted at

UoI( The programme in Brussels has some special features, howevet. Fitst, the

interdiscþlin^ry n^tvre of the BSIS enables students to combine easily optional modules in
âspects of international politics, conflict and secudty or economics to eruich their
understanding of such ptoblems. Secondly, the location in Btussels enables students to
observe and learn first-hand ftom the working of international otganisations through study

visits, through the provision of guest lectures by diplomats and othets wotking in such

organisations, and through the possibility of intemships in such otganisations. Furthermote
the international composition of the student body enables the study of intetnational issues in
a hrghly intemationalised environment. Throughout the site visit, the committee has come to
understand and appteciate the added value of offering this ptogtamme in an interdisciplinary
environment, with exposure to the ptofessional world and in a multinational classroom,

The committee, moreover, subscribes to the position of the progrâmme that its
interdiscþlinaLry 

^pptoach 
will be particulady appropriate to the needs of those involved with,

or hoping to work for international non-goverrìment agencies, foteþ affasts departments

and intetnational law fums. The increasing juridification of intemational life is leading to a

gteat demand for professionals with alegal qualification, especially outside of the traditional
'legal' professions. In sum, this programme according to the committee is offering master
students the opportunity to combine two important subject ateas in an interdisciplinaty way

at academic level, which in turn should offer them a competitive advantage on the
international labout market.

Findings I-Iil in International Econorzic I'aw

According to the self-evaluation report, the process of economic globalisation is placing
demands on scholars, lawyets and regulators that traditional legal education is increasingly

unable to meet. The LLM in International Economic Law is founded on the belief that the
distinctions that latgely infortn and undedie academic discþlines and catsre up the study of
law into discrete subjects cloud analytical judgment and limit the range of possibilities of
normative renewal in the tealm of global economic goveÍnânce. The progtarnme thus draws

both on the 'law-in-contextf tradition in l(ent Law School and on the 'wodd society' apptoach
informing much work in Intemational Relations at I(ent and at BSIS to offer a hghly
integrated interdisciplinâry perspective on the global economy. The progtamme aims a.o. to
provide: (i) a postgraduate qualification fot those intending to pursue 

^ 
career in the field of

international trade, business or regulatory affats; (ü) sound knowledge and systematic

understanding of the legal structures, institutions and principles underpinning efforts to
regulate the international flow of goods, senrices, and czpital; (lr) the methodologicai skills

and conceptual tools necessary to understand and evaluate the interplay of law and social,

poJitical and economic factors in the structure of the global economy; (iv) a sense of critical
âwâreness of the operation of intemational economic law in different contexts, especially as

regards issues of distributive justice. The committee acknowledges with intetest the very
paticular profile and objectives of the progtamme. Reviewing the intended learning

outcomes, the committee noticed that the prograÍìme objectives ate incolporated adequately

in the Ieatning outcomes.

This prograrmme is structured in a broadly similat v/ây to programmes with the same title
offered at \X/arwick or SOAS London, but it differs significantly from mote common LLM
corúses in International Business Law or Commercial Law which tend to focus on
transactions, not regulation. The programme in Btussels, moreover, shates the same featutes

with the other MA ând TI.M programmes: interdisciphnarity, contacts with the professional
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wodd, and the multinational student body. Thtoughout the site visit, the committee has come
to undetstand and appreciate the added value of offedng this progrâmme in aÍr
intetdisciplinaty environment, with exposure to the ptofessional viorld and in a multinational
classtoom.

The committee, moreovet, subscribes to the position of the programme that it provides the
knowledge, conceptual tools and analyttcal skills apptopdate for the development of careets
in intemational organisations, intemationallaw ftms, governmental and non-governmental
organisations in the fields of ttade and ftnance, and international business. In sum, this
progrâmme accotding to the committee is offering master students the opportunity to
combine two impottant subject areas in an interdisciplinary w^y 

^t 
academic level, which rn

tutn should offet them a competitive advantage on the intemational labour market.

Considerations
The committee considers that each ptogtamme has a distinctive profile that is fit for purpose.
Each progtamme is positioned adequately and with respect for its individuat specifrcity within
its tespective domain. -Accotding to the committee, the programme objectives âre clear and
suffrciently sp ecific.

In the absence of domain-specific teference ftameworks for the progrâmmes under review in
eithet the UI( ot Flandets, the committee fotmally established that the domain specific
learning outcomes of the Mastet in International Conflict and Security, the Master in
Intetnational Relations, the Master in Internationai Economic Law, the Master lft
International Political Economy and the Master in Intemational Law with Intemztonal
Relations are fotmulated adequately for their pwpose âs mâster's programmes of academic
otientation in the respective fields.

The committee confirms that the intended leaming outcomes of each of the five progammes
ate in line with what can be expected of a master's programme of academic orj.entation in the
specific field. The outcomes also covet the Dublin Desctiptots for programmes at master's
level. The committee considers that the learning outcomes set out in the five self-evaluation
rePorts teflect the requirements of the discipline in an internattonalperspective.

The committee subscribes to the position of BSIS that the five progtammes share a few
common featutes that - taken as a combination - set them apart from othet more traditional
master prograrnmes with the same ot sjmilar nâmes. Thete are more proglâmmes featuring
intetdisciplinattty, or contacts with the ptofessional wodd, or a multinatonal student body,
but at BSIS progtammes make optimum use of the combination of these strengths, according
to the committee.

Á.ccording to the committee, BSIS pays proper attention to the professional orientation of its
programmes. Moreover, the professional opportunities the different programmes are likely to
offet to theit gaduates are realistic. The committee thetefote considers that each of the five
programmes is addressing a specifrc (multr)discipltnary niche that should 

^ttr^ct 
students with

a clear academic profile and explicit ambitions for the period beyond gaduation.

The considerations of the committee and its positive assessment of standard 1 for each of the
five progtammes are entitely based on the desctþtion of the intended profile, objective and
learning outcomes. The question whether the intentions are adequately ttanslated into the
curriculum and can eventually be reached at graduaion will be addtessed in the next sections
of this report.
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Conclusion
The committee considers the intended exit level to be satisfactory for all five master
programmes under teview.

Master's prografiìme MAlnternational Conflict and Secaritl: the committee âssesses Standard 1 as

satisfactory.
Master's programme MA in Intemational Relations: the committee âssesses Standard L as

satisfactory.
Master's programme MA in Intemøliona/ Political Economl: the committee assesses Standard 1 as

satisfactory.
Master's progrâmme I-l,:yI in Intemational I-øw with International Re/ørions: the committee
assesses Standard 1 as satisfactoly.
Master's programme I-III in Inlemational Economic l-.aw: the committee assesses Standard 1 as

satisfactory.
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Standatd 2:Teaching and learning process

The teaching and learning process makes it possible for the students to realise the intended learning outcomes.

Cdteria:
The content and the desþ of the programme, including the programme-specific teaching and learning
methods, enable the admitted students to achieve the intended learning outcomes. The quality and quantity of
the staff and the quality of the ptogramme-specihc facilities are essential for this. Curdculum, staff and facilities
form a cohesive teaching-leatning envitonment for the students. The transfer rate for incoming students serves
as an indicator in this tespect. The measutes for improvement ensuing from the quality assurance at the

level are taken into consideration, as is the follow-up to the previous assessment.

Findings

This section on the teaching and leatning process reports on the comrnittee's findings
regarding the curriculum structure, staff, faciJities, study load, tutoring, intake 

^îdintemationalisation. The fust half of this section deals with elements that equally apply to al1

five progtammes. The secofld half of the section is dedicated to the contents and coherence
of each individual programme and repotts to what extent the modules on offer enable the
admitted students to achieve the intended leaming outcomes.

Ceneralfndings
Each progtâmme consists of 180 credits (the extended version lnas 240 credits) and each
ctedit reflects ten houts of study. Accotding to the self-evaluation reports, the UI( system of
conversion to ECTS counts one credit as 0.5 ECTS, hence the progtammes equate to the
standard British Mastet's degree of 90 ECTS. The committee, however, remarks that in
Flandets and the Netherlands, the study load is calculated as 28 houts of study per European
Credit (EC), as a 'studiepunt' is refered to in NVAO repofts in English. One year of full-
time study in Flanders and the Nethetlands âmounts to a total load of about 1680 hours, i.e.

42 weeks of 40 houts fot a total of 60 EC. Calculating the total number of study hours (1S00)
of the UoICBSIS progrâmmes according to the NVAO system, the five mastet prografiìmes
under review amount to about 65 EC and their extended variants to about 86 EC. The
committee therefote acknowledges that accotding to the study load calculations applicable in
Flanders and the Nethedands, both vadants comply with the minimum length of a master's
ptogranìme. F{owever, in case future gtaduates would like to get waivers for individual UoI(
BSIS modules in Flemish ot Dutch institutions, these modules may not necessadly count for
10 EC each. In ateacion to the draft vetsion of this repolt, UoI( commented that they arc
not aware that students seeking equivalent ctedits for individual modules have had these
downgraded; on the coîtta;r.y, students from BSIS prografiìmes proceeded directly to PhD
degtees in Flemish univetsities vrithout any question of the credit value of their degtees.

,{ll five programmes under review have the same curriculum sftucture: they consist of six
modules of 20 credits each and one dissertation of 60 credits that can be completed by full-
tjme students in one calendt year, divided in three terms of 42 weeks in total. Students taking
the extended ptogramme follow an additional three modules in one term or spend one
semester 

^t ^ 
partner university. Modules ate offeted once per year and do not build upon

each othet, allowing students to enrol eithet in September orJanuaty.An ovewiew of the
curricula is provided in Appendix 4 to this tepott. During the discussions on site, the
committee obtained adequate infotmation on how the different programme variants (fi.rll-
time ot pârt-time stud|, regulat ot extended programme, start in Autumn or Spring term) are
otganised across the thtee terms per year.
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Each programme features a compulsoty element, â set of optional modules and the
dissertation. Students with a limited backgtound in law or economics and taking compulsory
or elective modules on these topics in their curriculum, can attend inttoductory classes in law
andf or economics in the week befote the tetm stafts, The committee was told that these
inttoductions are two-hour ctash courses on the main principles of law or economics.
Accotding to the committee, such coutses may be useful to tefresh one's knowledge on a

topic, but cannot make up fot coutses or subjects students never had befote. The dissertation
is an impottant component of each ptogtamme under review, It accounts for one third of the
regular cutticulum load and consists of prepantory lectutes, workshops and seminats dudng
the fitst two terms before the actual drafting of the dissertation takes place in the extended
tetm thtee. The committee's findings on the dissertation ate addressed in the next section on
the exit level.

Currently, most progrâmmes offer a wide vadety of elective modules. On the basis of the
curriculum structures in the self-evaluation reports, the committee produced the table below.
It demonsttates that there ate m^ny module overlaps across the five prograrnmes: this does
not only apply to elective courses, but also to compulsory modules which may be offeted as

optional courses in other programmes. Accotding to sevetal intedocutors at BSIS, the
overlaps are a stgn of close integtation of the various progrâmmes. The committee, however,
has some concerns that the broad tange of optional courses and the use of core courses âs

both compulsory and optional modules will eventually blur the lines between programmes.
Moreover, the range of options rr'ay jeopardise the intemal cohetence of the programme ât
the level of individual students' curicula.

Term

Research Modules

Fundamentals Dissertation and Reserch (30 hours) 7 ComDulso¡'* ComÞulso¡,* ComDulsorr'* Compulsoryx Compulsorl'x

Dissertation þroþosâl (20 hours) 2 Compulsoryx ComP¡I56q'* ComÞulsort'* Compulsory" Compulso4'*

Dissertation (550 hours) 3 ComÞulsorT'* ComÞulsorl'* ComÞulso¡l,x ComÞulsoryx Comoulso¡r'*

Co¡e Modules (200 hours)

International Economic Requlation 1. Elective Compulso¡'

7Leqal Àspects of Contemporarl' International Problems Elective Comp./Elect. Elective Electirr

Pubüc International Larv 1 Elective Comp./Elect. Electrve Elective

State. Nfæket and Society 7 Elecuve Compulsory Electire

Theories of Conflict and \-iolence 1 Compulsorl' Electrve Elective

International Relations Theo¡' 7 Elective Compulsory Elective

International Relations Theorv for Larryers "I Elective

In ternational Economic Lau' 2 Elective Elective ComÞulsort,

Corporâte Govemance 2 ElectrYe ComÞulsorl

2 Electivelnterna¡ional Human fughts Larv Compulsory

Internaüonal Political Economr 2 Electirc Compulsory Electirc

Conflict and Securih. 2 Compulso¡y Elective

Elective Modulee (200 hou¡s)

Larv and Del-elopment 1 Elective Elective

7International Larv of the Sea Electirc Electir-e

7 ElectivePolincs of International Development Electirc Elective F,lective

International Economics 7 Electir.e Elective Elective

Eurooean X{ismtion Larv 1. Elective

Nfisratìon. Confhct. the State and Human Rights 1 Electìve Elective Elective

Q,{NU flntetnatronaT Studies, The Univetsity of Kent 29



Law of Armed Conflict 1. Elective Elective

EU Constitutronal and Institutronal Law 7 Elective

EuroÞean Foreiqn and Security Poücy 7 Elective Elective Elective

Clobal Governance and In¡ernational Orqmisations 1 Elecur.e Electrve

L ElectiveEU Politics and Governance Electirre

1 Elective ElectiveNegotratìon and Nledration

Humanitæian Issues in Forced Nlip¡ation 1. Electir-e

Politrcal Comunication 7 Elective

China Foteien Policv "I Elective

Public PoLicy -{na]ysis 7 Elective

Development Economics 2 Elective Elective

International Nlisration Law 2 Elective Electi.r'e Electiræ

EuroÞe md Global Chanse 2 Elective Elective

Foreiqn Polic\' Àna¡,sis 2 Elective Electir-e Elective Electr¡'e

Security and Liberties 2 Electirre Electir-e Elective Elective

Transnational lustice and the Rule ofLarv 2 Elective Elective

International Cnminal Law 2 Elective Elective

Identitv. the State and Belonsinq 2 Electìr'e Elective Elective Elective

Gender and Conflicts 2 Elecuve Electirre

International DiÞlomatic Law 2 Electi¡'e Electìve

Theories of ù{rqration, Inteqration and Citizenship 2 Elective

2 ElecúvePolitical Strategy

Po[trcs of GlobaLisation 2 Elective

fsvsl6pment Theori¡ and Prâctice 2 Elective

Histories oi International Confüct 2 Elcctive Elective i Eiective

ContemÞorarv EnerEt' Security 2 Elective Elective Electrve
contents my Pef pfogfâmme

BSIS managemerrt and staff explained during the site visit that across all progrâmmes under
review, a revision of the curriculum structure is being considered in otder to create a gre tet
visibility of the areas students specialise in. This tevision would entail the stteaming of
different electives in specialised clusters. In ptactice students often develop an ãre of
speciâlisâtion in their choice of elective modules reflectìng BSIS' other progrâmmes afld focus
areas, The proposed changes would not chânge the substance of the progrâmme, but present

^clearer 
profile of the programme, both to prospective students and to potentiâl employers.

In view of its above-mentioned findings regarding the ovedap of progrâmme curricula, the
cornmittee would cettatnly support a streamlining of the curiculum structures.

The study load of each module is set at 20 credtts with a fotmal contâct time of 24 hours over
a 1.2-week teaching pedod. The committee learned during the discussion that orr 

^ver^ge,these modules are calculated to contaifi 100 hours of preparatton for class and 75 hours of
âssignment work. The committee understands that depending on the nature of the module
and the number of students enrolled for this course, the contact time can be structured as a
formal lectute to all students on the module followed by a small #oup semiriar for Iarger
classes or a two-hour intetactive session. The committee notices the considerable amount of
time dedicated to reading and ptepadng for class, âs well âs the relatively limited number of
contâct hours. Staffindicated that students are expected to prepare for each class and should
inform the lecturer if they did not m^rLa.ge to tead the assþed materials for a given class.

Students ftom their side indicated that on average they dedicate somewhat more time to
modules than200 hours. Infact, contacts with staff arenot limited to class as lecturers offer

- àîd students often accept - advice or feedback on the prepâration f evaltztton of
assignments dudng dedicated office hours. Some students mentioned that more contact
hours to elaborate on the course mâteriâls and enhance their understandjng of the course
contents would be beneficial. Accotding to the committee, the balance between contact hours
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and class preparation could be adapted including fot instance per module one more contact

hour per week. Nevertheless, the current programmes are cettainly feasible and there is no
parttcular module that systemattcally blocks considetable numbets of students to advance in
their study.

,\cross the five prograrnmes, teaching is provided by a core gtoup of petmanent staff based

in Brussels, supplemented by staff from UoI( and locally recruited specialist teachers. In
addition specialists may give guest lectures on modules. Taking together all moduies currently
on offer, the committee counted eight petmanent staff (including the Dean), three lJoI( staff
and nine local specialists. All staff have PhDs and are tesearch-active members of theit
respective Schools. They ate engaged in tesearch in ateas ditectly related to the progrâmme
and publish regularly on these topics. Staff combining education and reseatch faciltate the
engagement of students in ongoing tesearch and has led to several former students entering

to the PhD progt^mme upon gtaduation. In addition to their teaching tesponsibilties,
Brussels staff provides guidance to students and supervise dissertations as well as maintaining
a full research ptofile. The committee spoke to all Brussels-based staff, the co-called

progrâmrne corìvenors, who combine teaching *ith dissettation supervision and zcademic

tutodng. Staff indicated that the autumn and spring terms ate matnly dedicated to education

and tutoring, while they can concentrâte on theit owfl reseârch and thesis supervision

between April and August. PhD students are called upon to support dissettation wotkshops
and seminars. Some students praised the availability and suppott of PhD students, who often
seem to be the fust - informal - contact point for students. According to the committee, the
lecturers invariably have the adequate teseatch and didactical backgtounds to delivet their
modules. Moreover, the committee noticed the enthusiasm of the Brussels staff to teach and

supervise the BSIS students. Similady, students were very positive about the expettise and

avatlabitty of staff, which seem to teally make a diffetence for individual students deciding on
their future careers. The committee also noticed the commitment and availabiJity of the

administrative staff, which have their specific position within BSIS, Sevetal students indicated
they appreciate the professional and personal qualities of the administrative staff. The numbet

of permanent staff is limited, according to the committee, but sufficient for the delivery of
the programmes in their current form. The involvement of PhD students lessens somewhat

the burden of the permânent staff. The committee trusts that in line with the statements by
staff and management, PhD students are propedy prepated fo4 and monitored during, their
teaching in seminats and wotkshops.

UoK operates a standard policy towatds study leave for academic staff. Leave is not an

automatic entitlement but depends orr â cleat plan for the leave period and agteement by the

School 
^s 

p^rt of an overall plan for leave. In the case of BSIS this is agteed by the Dean and

the Head of the relevant Academic School. The small number of core staff in Btussels,

however, poses challenges in organising cover for sabbatical leave. Staff indicated to the

committee that until now all staff who wanted study leave eventuaþ managed to have it
organised and approved. A few BSIS staff who had been on sabbatical reported positively on
their experience as it had expanded their netwotk, increased their academic know-how and

provided interesting didactical approaches to be tested ofl retrün at BSIS. The committee was

impressed by this study leave zffaîgemertt and the good use staff is making of this

oppottunity.

Since 2006, UoI(-BSIS is located on the third floot of a building owned by \rUB that also

houses VUB's International Relations and MobiJity Office, the Institute for Eutopean Studies

and Vesalius College. The BSIS premises consist of a flexible teaching space which can be

configured to teflect the actual needs for lectute/semtnar/meeting rooms. Thete is an
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academic atea with dedicated desks for full-time teaching staff and space for research
students. There is a common room fot mastet's students with workspace and computer
stations and an administtative office. The computer network is served by a dedicated link to
lJol('s main network, thus ptoviding for fast intranet access to all electronic publications in
lJol('s Templeman Library, as well as to the virtual leaning network, Moodle, and the Student
Data System. Since 2008, UoI(-BSIS h¿s a Memorandum of Understanding with VUB
detailing cooperation: UoI( students fot instance have access to the VUB library and other
facilities for which BSIS pays a fee per semester per student. The committee was shown
atound the premises and noticed that the crürent in-house facilities are sufficient but not
excellent. The open landscape format of the academic ar.ea is not conducive for individual
teseatch, or for feedback sessions or confidential meetings with students. The intranet link
with UoI{ seems to function well, but the lecture/seminar rooms do not have smaftboards or
othet state-of-the-at equipment. Finally, the committee suggests BSIS to check whether the
current premises fulfil the legal requitements accommodating students with functional
limitations, notably students in wheelchairs.

Cutrently, about 200 students are entolled at one of the BSIS progrâmmes representing 40-50
different nationalities:40o/o come from Europe, 30o/o fuomNorth America Àd anothet 30o/o

from the rest of the wodd. The ptecise intake fot each of the five programmes is detailed in
Appendix 5 to this report. The committee leatned during the site visit that the overall number
of students does not change drastically over the years, but their enrolment for one or the
othet ptogrãnme may differ somewhat across the cohorts. The committee noticed for
instance that among the five progtãnmes under review, the MA in International Conflict and
Security atttacts most students this yeat, whereas last yeâr most students enrolled on the MA
in International Relations. Apatt from progtafiime contents, several students indicated they
prefered an English master progrâmme of one year lzLther than American master degtees that
requite two years of study. Other students were atttacted by the city of Brussels and its
opportunities for intemships and employment. Still other students and alumni opted for an
English-languâge prograrnme in a French-speaking environment. The BSIS management
indicated tbzt after a period of rapid gtowth, student numbers had slightly dropped over the
past few years but are now again on the dse. Nevertheless, a slightly Iarger number of
students would cettainly be more cost-effective if one wânts to maintain the range of elective
modules currently on offer. The committee subscdbes to this viewpoint while at the same
time expressing its concern about the viabrlity of programmes with â constant intake of less
than ten students. Such low numbers fi^y rLot affectthe delivery of individual modules but do
impact on the relevance and sustainability of the progrâmme as 

^ 
sepaLr^te component within

the btoader BSIS offet, The expansion of core staff also depends on additional student
tecruitment. ,{. dedicated Brussels-based recuitment and admissions officer handles all cases
from initial enqufuy, thtough application, offet and eventual admission. Careful attention is
paid to the needs of students seeking scholarships from their home countlT to ensure that
BSIS meets the requitements of scholarship bodies, BSIS interlocutors, however, indicated
that there arc only very limited possibilities for students to acquite scholarships at home or
through UoI(, Based on very detailed information on student records provided by the BSIS
administration, the comrnittee found out that all progtammes have 

^ 
very high success rate:

ovet 900/o eventuaþ complete the ptogtamme. The success tate is further discussed in the
next section on student performance.

lJoI( places greât emphasis on internationalisation in terms of welcoming students from all
ovet the world, ensrúing that its curdculum is internationalised and in the development of
global pattnetships. BSIS firlly subscribes to this policy and contributes to its achievement.
The committee noticed that both staff and students at BSIS come from different counfties
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with different cultures. Accotding to the committee, this multi-national and multi-cultural
composition of the student and staff body is â strorig advantage fot an institution offering a

tange of progrâmmes in international studies. The committee leamed that students on all five
progrâmmes have the oppotunity to apply fot a pedod of study, usually of one semester, at a
partner university on an exchange basis. Currently this does not count towards credit for the
programme but enables the students to gain widet expedence. One exchange anangement is

currently in place with the China Foreþ Affairs University in Beijing but negotiations are

ongoing with patnets in the US, Colombia and Japan. The management indicated that in
future, the emphasis will very much be on collabotation through pârtnership with institutions
worldwide.

Findings MA in Intemøtionøl Conflict and Secaritl

The curiculum of the MA ptogtamme in Intetnational Conflict and Security consists of three
components: a dissertation on a topic related to intetnational conflict and security; two
compulsory modules on theories of conflict and violence and on conflict and security; and
four elective modules students c n choose out of twelve options. The progtamme
specification states that the minimum entry requirements are a British Honours degtee, or
equivalent, in Politics, Government, Lzw, Internadonal Relations, International Studies or
European Studies. Flowever, students ftom othet disciplines will also be considered.

,{.ccording to the committee, this curdculum allows students to galn ^fl in-depth
undetstanding of the core cofl.cepts of conflict, violence and security while broadening their
undetstanding of cognate 

^reàs. 
Students indicated they decide on the elective courses in view

of their own academic - and sometimes ptofessional - background or because they want to
add a secondary arca of interest to their curriculum. The committee v/as informed during the
discussions that there is a gtowing intetest among students to add a considerable component
on migration ot gendet to the core theme of conflict and secudty. The committee also spoke
to the extemal specialist lecturing on negotiation and mediation, who explained that his
module starts ftom professional practice and gndually adds academic reseatch perspectives.
Students indicated to the committee they were parttcu,Iaiy satisfied with this apptoach and
that they are acqufuing 

^ 
very patticular type of understanding and skills in this module.

The committee undetstands that fot this progrâmme, students from a wide vadety of
academic backgtounds can apply. The committee noticed with sympathy that two students
tepresenting the programme during the site visit had considerable ptofessional experience.
This patticular study seemed alogScal stepping stone in the development of their career, both
academicd)y and ptofessionaþ. In sum, the committee considers that this curriculum is both
atttacfive for a specific gtoup of students and commensuÍâte with the intended leaming
outcomes and objectives of the proglamme.

Findings MA in Intemational Relations

The cudculum of the MA ptogtamme in International Relations consists of three
components: a dissertation on an intettattonal relations topic; one compulsory module on
international telations theolT; and five elective modules students can choose out of twenty
options. Two of these electives have to be taken from a limited rzLnge of cognate subjects.
Entry requirements ate toughly the same as for the above MA in International Conflict and
Security, although specific additional provision is made for students with a background in
social sciences or humanities.

Accotding to the committee, this curriculum allows students to gun ^lt in-depth
undetstanding of the core concepts of intemational relations while offering a hrgh degtee of
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choice fot students to compose their owrr tailor-made progrâmme. The committee
acknowledges that this ptogramme particularly catets fot students who have gtaduated in
othet fields and wish to ttansfer to intemational relations. During the discussions, the
committee teceived sufficient indications that the curriculum is coherent notwithstanding the
m^ny options: it is strongly infor:rned by theory, the dissettation process is guarded carefully
and the programme convenor ptovides petsonalised advice to students when deciding on
their elective modules. The committee also supports the convenods apptoach to test
students' understanding of the issues addtessed in the compulsory module. Students were
particulady satisfied with the support ftom both the convenot and the PhD students and
emphasised the impoftance of putting together a coherent curriculum that is tailored to one's
own intetests. Notwithstanding the roughly similar ently requirements, the committee noticed
the diffetent student ptofiles entolling on the tespective progrâmmes. In sum, the committee
considets that this curdculum is both attractive fot a btoad group of students and
cornmensurate with the intended learning outcomes and objectives of the programme.

F indings MA in Inre rnaTio nal P o litiml E co no m1

The curriculum of the M-A programme in Intemational Political Economy consists of three
components: a dissertation on an internaional political economy topic; two compulsory
modules on intetnational political economy and on state, matket and society; and four
elective modules, of which two have to be taken from a vety limited range of topics relevant
to the cote theme of the prograÍìme. Enty requirements are roughly similar to the
International Relations progrâmme: students with a Honours degree ftom a broad range of
discþlines can apply.

The committee understands ftom the matettals and the discussions that the programme is

marked by its interdisciplinartty and its close relation to policy przcluce. The programme is

cootdinated in close cooperation with the LLM programme in Intemational Economic Law,
and its cutticulum is composed of politics, economics ,law and sociology modules. Moreover,
Brussels-based poJicy practitioners are involved as teachers, tutots and guest-lectutets.
Students wete particulatly satisfied with the support ftom both the convenor and the PhD
students,

Students who had no particular backgtound in economics, politics or law rndicated that the
modules were feasible because of the extensive yet infotmative reading list. Flowever, they did
have to spend considetably mote time on undetstanding the materials. The convenor
informed the committee that she organises a test at some point during the term to check
whether students have undetstood ar'd ate able to teptoduce the key concepts addressed in
class and presented in the teading list. The committee subscribes to the idea of testing the
understanding of students, certainly in the ftamewotk of the compulsoty modules. \X4rile
acknowledging that the entry requirements respect the existing ptovisions in England, the
committee nevertheless suggests the progtamme and BSIS to consider shalpening the enüy
requirements admitting students w"ith a background in primatily economics ot politics. When
reading the self-evaluation teport prior to the site visit, the committee already pointed to the
possibility that the limited fanltattty of certain students with the core disciplines may affect
the extent to which they fulfil one of the Dublin Descrþtots. The first Dublin Descrþtor
states that 'qaaltftcattons that rlg"ify completion of the second cycle are awarded to students
who have demonsttated knowledge and undetstanding that is founded upon and extends that
typi.rlly associated with the fitst cycle'. The discussions on site regatding this progrâmme
have not taken away the committee's concern that the diverse backgtound of the students and
their sometimes limited familianty with some of the core disciplines may jeopardise the
oppotunities for the ptogtamme to offet knowledge and understanding that is founded upon

34 QANU /International Studies, The Uníversity of Kent



and extending beyond what has been leatned during fitst cycle studies. This suggeslion and
consideration, however, do not affect the overall positive appteciation of the committee
regarding the quality of the individual modules or their alignment with the intended leaming
outcomes.

F in dings I-I-\/I in InTernatio nal I-^øw wit h Inîe rnatio n a I Re latio n s

The curdculum of the LLM progtamme in International Law with Intetnalonal Relations
consists of three components: a dissettation featudng â methodology module that includes
legal writing skills; two compulsory modules on intetnational human rights law and either a

ptacttcal module on legal âspects of contempotary )ntetnatsonal ptoblems or a sources and
rules based module on public internationallaw; and four elective modules, two to be chosen

âmong nine modules in politics and two in law from a range of eleven modules.

According to the progrârnme specification, students should have a Honours degtee in law ot
an equivalent qualification. Howevet, special consideration is given to appJicants who have

employrnent or ptactical experience which may cofnpensate fot alack of ttaditional academic

qualifications. Moreover, evelT effort is made to allow the widest possible paticipation within
the constraint thzt applicants can provide evidence of their potentiai to complete the
programme succes s fully.

Reviewing the curdculum, the committee noticed the considerable ovedap with the MA
progrãnme in Intemational Relations. Looking in detail into the module requirements, the
committee managed to tailor almost the same cutticulum of taught modules by following the
indications set by the respective prograrnmes. The status of individual modules as compulsory
or elective courses may diffet, as the table below indicates, but five out of six coutses are

identical. The main difference lays in the topic and approach of the dissertation, which is

informed by law løLther than politics in the case of the LLM progtâmme.

The committee is concemed about the degtee that is eventually awatded on completion of
the programme. In Flandets and the Netherlands, LLM prograrnmes ate usually only open to
students who already have a LLB ot can demonstrate that law subjects have taken up an

important pafi of theit bachelot curiculum. \flhilst acknowledging the quality of this master
programme as such and its obviously legal core components, the committee thinks it is

important to take into account the situation in Flandets with rcgard to awatding LLM degtees

to students with no or hardly any prtor backgtound in law. The committee therefore invites
BSIS to consider awarding MA degrees in Intemational Law with Intetnational Relations to
those students who successfully complete the progtamme yet have no first cycle degtee

feafirng a considetable legal component.

In view of the envisaged 'streaming' of ptogtammes, the committee suggests BSIS and the
progrâmme convenors to teflect on moulding the existing programmes into an LLM with

LLM International Law with IRMA International Relations

C IR Theory E IR theory for lawyers

E, Legal aspects C Legal aspects

EE PubLic Intemational Law Public international law

C Intetnational HR lautE, International HR law

E, Diplomatic law E, Diplomatic law

E Security & Liberties E Security & libetties
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primadly internationallaw modules (for students with alegal background) and an M,\ with
main\' international relations modules (admitting students with a broad spectre of first cycle
degrees). As secondary àreà of specialisation, students mây u/ânt to add apackaEe of elective
modules in resp. intemational law or international relations.

The committee is 
^wàre 

that the entry requirements and the title to be confered are to some
extent formalistic issues that indicate the vadety of tealities that nowadays still exist in hrgher
education across Europe. rüØith regatd to the curriculum of the LLM in Intetnational Law
with Internattonal Relations, the committee has no reservâtions on the quality of the
individual modules or on the aJignment of their leatning goals with the overall programme
objectives and leaming outcomes. On the contrary, the discussions with staff and students
indicated that the progrâmme addresses an intetesting niche in the freld of international
studies, as well as a specific need of students who choose this progrâlnme out of academic
interest, potentral ptofessional c reer opportunities, or a combination of both.

Findings I-I-LI in International Econonic Law
The curriculum of the LLM programme in International Economic Law consists of three
components: a dissertation on international economic Iaw; three compulsory modules on
intetnational economic tegulation, intemational economic law and corporâte govemance; and
three elective modules, one in law, and two to be chosen among six modules in law,
econornics and politics. In keeprng with the aims and objectives of the progrâmme, the LLI\[
is desþed so that students develop knowledge in the theoretical and philosophical debates in
the discipline, have access to their application in specialised modules, and develop a capacity
to utilise these in the dissertation. The entry requirements are similar to those of the LLM in
Internation al Law with Intern attonal Relations.

Revrewing the curriculum, the committee noticed a considerable ovedap with the MA.
prograrnme in International Political Economy. Looking in detail into the module
tequirements, tJre committee managed to tailor the same curriculum of taught modules by
following the indications set by the tespective progrâmmes. The st¿tus of individual modules
as compulsory or elective courses may differ, as the table below indicates, but the courses âre
identical. The main difference lays rn the topic and apprcach of the dissertation, which is
infotmed by law rather than political economy in the case of the LLN{ programme.

The committee has thtee concetns with reg rd to this programme. Ffust of all, and in line with
the comment on the LLM in IntemationalLaur with Intemattonzl Relations, the committee
taises the issue of the LLM degtee to be eventually awarded to students with no or hardly any
backgtound in law during their bachelor degtee. In Flandets and the Netherlands, LLM
programmes are usually only open to students who already hat,e a LLB or can demonstrate
that law subjects have taken up an impottant part of their bachelor curiculum. The
committee thetefore invites BSIS to consider awatding MA degrees in International

MA International Political Economy LLM International Economic Law
C State, market & society E state, market & society

C International polttical economy E internatioal polincal economy

F, intemational economic regulation C international economic regulation

E intemational economic law C international economic law

E colporate govemânce C co{pofate govefnance

E public international law E, public intemational law
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Economic Law to students who successfrrlly complete the programme yet have no frst cycle
degtee featudng a considetable legal component. The committee is awate that the entry
requirements and the title to be conferted to some extent merely indicate the variety of
approaches that nowadays still exist in highet educadon across Eutope. However, the UoI{ is
aiming at obtaining accreditation from the NVAO in Flanders and the Netherlands, so it
follows that the standatds set in these jurisdictions should be compJied urith.

A second issue is that, in the case of this LLM ptogramme in International Economic Law,
the committee has also a concern with regard to the conteflts of the cutticulum. Looking at
the (titles of the) courses on offet in this progrâmme the committee wondered to what extent
the curdculum contains sufficient legal components fot a progrâÍrme in international
economic law. According to the progtamme specifications, fout modules should be in the
field of law in ordet to qualift the ptogtamme as an LLM. \)Øhilst recognising that the
progrâmme formally fulfils this requirement of UoIi the committee considers, after
reviewing the contents of the core modules, that the legal component of this progtamme is

under-emphasised. Accotding to the committee, the modules pây too little attention to the
vatious specialisms that constitute international economic law. A.sked why a genetal course on
international economic law focuses almost solely on trade law, and does not elaborate on
finance or investrnent law, the ptogtamme indicated that this is a deliberate choice. In its
reaction to the dtaft repott, lJoI( indicated that vatious elements of finance and investment
Iaw are taught in context in the progtamme rather than as identifiably sepârate elements.
Although this approach is to some extent understandable, the committee thinks that a

progrâmme should above alf offer students the necessary building blocks to get 
^cornprehensive overview of a parttcr:/rar freld of study. In the case of the LLM IEL

cutticulum, the committee is not convinced that through these modules students are offered
sufficient knowledge and understanding on the vatious components of intemational
economic law. Acknowledgrng that it is not up to the committee to presøibe how a

curriculum should look like, the committee would have expected this one-year progtamme to
offet mote law courses , znd pay more specific attention to issues such as dispute settlement in
intetnational economic law, ot to investment law and finance law. For the committee, whose
task is to assess whether the progtamme compJies with the quality standards set by the
Flemish and Dutch education authodties, the ptesence of legal course components in the
curriculum is patticulady important for students entering the ptogtamme with no or hardly
any background in law. In Flandets and the Nethedands, students zre awarded an LLM
degtee aftet a thtee-year LLB ot a fust cycle degree with a considerable law component and
utrãth"t yeat of law coutses at master's level. In this progtamme students can be'awatd,ed, an
LLM degee in a specific domain of law by producing a dissertation in the legal field and
following four law modules, which according to the committee þased on the information
received) do not cover the breadth of international economic law.

A third concern follows from the ptevious point and relates to the students this ptogtamme
is atttacting. The committee had difficulties in matching the information provided on the
LLM IEL students in the self-evaluation report, in the discussion with students, with alumni
and with staff. The self-evaluation report and programme specification mention that the
progrâfirme is open to people with a fitst degtee in law but that candidates with good
potential but a different background ate also allowed; the discussion with staff learned that
this programme 'was not meânt for students with a law backgtound or the ambition to enter
into legal ptactice latet on. In fact, a backgtound in law was considered a disadvantage for a

student to start this ptogramme. Many LLM IEL students, so the committee was told during
the visit, have a background in politics, intemational relations or econornics. The discussions
with the current students and alumni, however, taught the committee that the progtamme
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genetally does seem to 
^ttr^ct 

students with an undergraduate backgtound in law (at least to
some extent), who told the committee that they had selected Brussels as theit pteferred place
of study, among othet because of the presence of major law firms, Furthetmote, students
who gtaduate from the programme actively wish to and also do pursue a career in legal
practice. In addition, students indicated that colleagues with no patticular background in law
mznaged to process the infortnation but required considerably more time to do so, thereby
slowing down the learning process of their fellow students who already possessed such
knowledge ftom their undergtaduate studies. \When reading the self-evaluation report prior to
the site visit, the committee identifred as an issue of priodty attention for the site visit
discussions that the limited famitartty of certain students with the core disciplines may impact
ther capacity to demonsttate knowledge and undetstanding that is founded upon and extends
beyond what is learned and taught in the first cycle. In the case of the LLM IEL progtamme,
this concem was not entirely removed dudng the visit. According to the committee, the
progrâmme should check whether the curdculum contents are feasible to the students it
envisages and atúacluve to those that effectively enrol. ,\s already mentioned under the
genetal findings above, the introductory classes in law andf or economics before the start of
the term starts may be usefrrl to teftesh one's knowledge on a topic, but cannot make up for
couÍses ot subjects students never had before.

In view of the envisaged 'stteaming' of ptogrammes and adding to what has been mentioned
on the previous LLM progranìrne, the committee suggests BSIS to consider offeting the
current compulsory modules as a package of elective courses. This package would constitute a

secondary area of specialisation on internalotal economic law, forming one stream or track
within the ovetall LLM programme in InternationalLaw.

Considerations
The five programmes under consideration have the same cutticulum structure featudng six
compulsory or elective modules and one dissertation. A total of eight permanent Brussels-
based staff offer - in cooperation with visiting staff from UoI( and local experts - a broad
vanety of modules that students can take as a compulsoty or electivepairt of their respective
prografiìmes. BSIS management and lectuters considet this apptoach a sþ of close
integration and cooperation among programrnes and staff and the multidisciplinarity it entails
is seen as a paticular strength of the progrâmmes in Brussels. The committee agrees to some
extent to this viewpoint, but also has some concerns about maintaining the individual profiles
of the programmes and ensudng the intemal cohetence at the level of individual students'
cwricula. The committee thetefore supports the envisaged stteamlirirg of the current
curricula in order to creâte 

^ 
grcarter. visibiJity of the areas in which students are specialising.

The committee confirms that the duration of the master progrâmmes is in line with the
requitements set by Fiemish education authorities. Nevettheless, the committee v/ânts to
draw attention to the factthat the study load is calculated differently in Fiandets.

The progtammes âre feasible, accotding to the committee. The study load is considerable but
not exâggetated, thete ate no 'stumbling blocks' in the curicula, and students cân rely on
extensive support from their zcademic tutor. Students are aware that they shouid take their
education in their own hands, but also know that BSIS can provide support in case they
requite special attention. The committee wants to emphasise the very positive feedback it
received on guidance by all students who praise the avalabiïty and commitment of the
conveflors, thesis supetvisots, PhD students and the membets of the administrative staff at
BSIS.
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The committee has met with the Brussels staff, both teaching and non-teaching, and noted
their enthusiasm and commitment to the institution and the students. Accotding to the

committee, lecturers have the adequate reseatch and didactical expettise to deliver their
modules. The number of pertnanent staff is limited, but sufficient for the deJivery of the

programmes in their cuffent fotm. Moteovet, the committee was impressed by the policy of
UoI( (and thus BSIS) towards study leave for academic staff.

After a period of tapid gro\ñth, the number of students had slightly dropped and is now on
the dse agfu.The committee considers that a higher intake would be mote cost-effective in
terms of staff equivalents and number of elective courses. Moreovet, the committee is

concerned about the viability of the LLM progrâmlne in Intetnational Economic Law given

that student numbers have been constantly low. However, the numbet of students

completing their studies âcross zlJ. ptograrnmes is very high, The committee has calculated

that taking into account the different programme vatiants students are following, about95o/o

of students eventuaþ gtaduate.

The committee noticed that both staff and students come ftom different counfties and

considets this multi-national and multi-cultutal environment a sffong advantage for an

institution offering 
^r^flge 

of progtammes in internattonal studies, \Øith such an intemational
student body, there is no need for a comptehensive study exchange scheme. Howevet, BSIS

is offering students the opportunity fot a study pedod abroad in China, outside the regulat

curriculum, and is working on othet arrângements in the US, Colombia andJapan.

Dudng three days, the committee was present on the BSIS premises and considets the

facilities to be sufficient but not exceptional. The inttanet link with UoK is strong and

provides students with good access to the Jtbtary and the virtual learning network. The
academic area, however, is not conducive for individual reseatch and the lecture/seminar
rooms lack state-of-the art equipment, such as smartboatds.

Studying the curriculum contents for each of the five ptogtamrnes, the committee considets

that in four cases (1\44 ICS, MA IR, MA IPE, and LLM IL-IR) the learning goals of the

modules are 1n line with the intended learning outcomes ^t 
ptogfàmme level. Talking to

students and staff, the committee realised that each of these programmes is indeed targeting

students with þlightly) different profiles. The committee also noticed that each of these

programmes is making a diffetence in the academic and professional cateer perspectives of
the individual student.

In two cases (1\4'\ IPE and LLM IEL), the committee has found that students with no/hañJy
any previous backgtound in the subject experienced considetably mote difficulties than their
colleagues in understanding all. materials. Looking at the entry tequitements, the committee
therefore suggests BSIS to considet shalpening the entry requirements admittjng students

with a backgtound in primadly economics, politics ot law.

Regarding the two law prognmmes (LLM IL-IR and LLM IEL), the committee thinks it is

important to take into account fhzt in Flanders, LLM degtees are usuaþ not awarded to

students with no or hardly any backgtound in law. The committee thetefote invites BSIS to
consider awarding such students an MA nther than zn LLM degee.

In case of the LLM IEL prograrnme, however, the committee has an additional and serious

concern regarding the contents of the curriculum. \X/hilst this ptogramme fulfils the fotmal
requirements fot an LLM degtee according to the programme specifications, the committee
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considers that in genetal the programme's legal component is under-emphasised and that the
modules pay too little attention to the various speciaìisms that constitute international
economic law. The committee thinks this situation is particularly problematic with rcgatd to
students entedng the ptogtamme with no or hardly any backgtound in law but can be
awarded an LLM degee in a specific domain of law by ptoducing a dissertation in the legal
fleld and by following four law modules, which accordìng to the committee do not cover the
bteadth of international economic law.

Furthetmore, and in line with the previous consideration, the committee noticed that the
LLM IEL progrâmme aims to àttra'ct matnly students with a non-law backgtound, who
teportedly require more time to process all rnatetials. Howevet, the committee also spoke
with students and alumni who do possess an undergraduate backgtound in law and selected
Brussels as their prefered place of study, among other because of the presence of major law
fums. In order to counter this apparent inconsistency, the programme mây want to check
whethet the cudculum contents are feasible to the students it envisages and attractive to
those that effectively entol.

Conclusion
The committee considers the teaching and learning process to be satisfactory for four
programmes. In câse of the LLM in Intemational Economic Law, the committee
acknowledges that the progtamme's staff and facilities are adequate and sufficient, but
considets that the current curriculum on intemational economic law does not contain
sufficient sub j ect- sp ecifrc clout for a one-ye ar I-LM programme.

Mastet's progralnme MA Internatiorual Conflict and Securitlt: the committee assesses Standard 2 as

satisfactofy.
Mastet's programme MA in Inlelnational Re/ations: the committee assesses Standard 2 as

satisfactory.
Mastet's prograrnme MA in Inlernarional Political Economlt the committee assesses Star,datd 2 as

satisfactoty.
Mastet's programme LItr[ in Inlernarional Law with International Relaîionr.' the committee
âssesses Standard 2 as satisfactofy.
Mastet's progrãnme I-l-\4 in Inlemalional Econornic I-.aw: the committee assesses Standard 2 as

unsatisfactory.
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Standard 3: Exit level achieved

The ptogramme has a sufficient system of evaluation, testing and exarnination and shows that the intended
Iearning outcomes ate being achieved.

Cdteria
The level realised is apparent from the validity, teliability and ttansparency of the assessment, the evaluation
and the exarnination of the students, the degtee of openings for the graduates on the labour market or the
ttansfer to a further education programme and from the number of degrees eatned by each incoming cohort.

Findings
The assessment system at BSIS applies to all progtammes at UoI! including the five master
programmes under review, and follows the provisions established at University of I{ent. The
prograrnme specification indicates how the âssessment contributes to achieving the learning
outcomes at programme level. The assessment modes have been detetmined âs part of the
module apptoval ptocedute and ate detailed in each module specification. Their revision
requires the approval of the Faculty Learning and Teaching Committee ât UoI(, The
committee studied the assessment infotmation by teviewing the ptogtamme specifications in
the respective self-evaluation reports and the individual module specifications. During the
visit, the committee looked at the coursework by students - âs well as feedback and
âssessment by lecturers - for six selected modules. The committee noticed that the
assessments are in line with the ptovisions announced in the module / programme
specifications and that lecturers provide adequate wdtten feedback to individual coursework,
Lecturers from all five progtammes emphasised that students have the opportunity to discuss

this feedback extensively dudng dedicated consultation hours. Students indicated that they are

making good use of this opportunity and emphasised that they ate very satisfied with the
avatlabitq, of staff to guide and discuss their individual coursework.

In most modules an essây of 4-5000 words constitutes the main assessment product. In
certain modules, participation andf or presentations at seminat sessions account for up to
20o/o of the mark. Two convenors indicated that they check in an additional test whether
students grasp the contents of the litetatute zndf ot the lectutes. Accotding to both lecturers
and management, it is the explicit policy of UoI( (and thus of BSIS) to use wdtten
assþments as main mode of assessment, rathet than unseen examinatiorrs or open-book
exams. The committee undetstands that essâys are arL important means to establish whether
students at master's level have achieved the envisaged learning goals per module. However,
the committee invites the progtammes to consider including - ^t 

least for the compulsory
modules - an additional test to verify whethet students ptopetly gtasped the contents of the
module and the literature. Given that most marks are given almost entirely on the basis of
wdtten assþments, the committee also suggests investigating the opportunities for and
relevance of including some otal tests throughout the curriculum to complement the existing
âssessment modes. This suggestion also applies to the feasibility of organisingan oral defence
of the dissertation, theteby dedicating a small part of the overall score to this additional
âssessment moment.

The tole of the Board of Examinets is desctibed in IJoI('s Code of Practice for Quality
Assurance. At BSIS the Board of Examiners is chaired by the Dean and attended by all
prografirme convenors and the external exâminers fot each programme. The Board of
Examiners reviews the grades for each module, considets the gtade profile of each student,
and confirms the final gtades. According to the Boatd members most of this work is rather
mechanical; the importaflce of the Bozrd of Examinets lies itt upply-g consistency in
decisions over issues in the so-called 'gtey zone', Four external examinets, one of whom is
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always a Iawye4 arc appointed by lJoI( on the tecommendation of BSIS. In addition to
reviewing students' work, extetnal examinets âssure the standatds of ptogrârnmes and wtite
an annual report to whom BSIS is expected to reply. Discussing with a delegation of the
Board of Examiners, reviewing the CV's and the latest teports of the extemal examiners, the
committee notices that the composition and tasks of the Board of Examiners are in line with
the requirements ín the UI(, but differ considetably from what is customary in the
Nethedands ot Flandets. Three issues stand out in this respect the roie of the Concessions
Committee, the involvement of extemal examinets in the Boatd of Examiners and the
position of the Dean as chair of the Board.

The Concessions Committee is composed of membets who also sit on the Board of
Examiners. Students whose performance at àrLy stage is impaired by illness or other
unforeseen events can zpply for posþoning the delivety dzte (a so-called 'concession) with
the Concessions Committee, not with individual lecturers. Students indicated to the
committee that they 

^te ^w^fe 
of the concessions system. One student, who had to go

through the procedure, informed the committee s/he has had good support from the
academic tutor in preparing his/her case for the Concessions Committee. The committee has

the impression that this system is functioning well; it certainly creâtes a level playing gtound
âmong lecturets and tequires the student to take in hand his/her own study pace. Secondly,
the committee believes that the presence of extemal examiners jncreases both the capacrty
and the neutrality of the Board of Examinets. The extemal examiners reports moreover
ptovide a good overview of the key challenges of the system and oblige the programmes not
only to considet issues for imptovement but also act upon these. In view of the potential
diversification of assessment tlpes, the committee suggests the ptogtâmmes to consider
videotaping ptesentations or other forms of oral testing to ensure that extemal examiners can
also review these assessment products. Thirdly, the Dean emphasised that according to the
Bdtish system, he is entitled to chair the Board of Examinets. Moreover, he does not see any
cause for (alleged) conflicts of interest: there is no link between admission policy and the
examination boatd, the convenors report to theit tespective Schools at UoI( and the external
examinets have temporary assþments and also repott to lJoI( Accotding to the commi.ttee,
the position of the Dean as chau of the Boatd of Examiners is not an optimum situation, but
it does not jeopardise the neutrâlity of the assessment system given its above-mentioned
features. Furthermore, the committee is convinced that the individual members of the Board
of Examinets have the knowledge and skills to implement their tasks adequately.

All work which counts towards final assessment is gtaded accotding to a common Univetsity
approved Sading system: distinction (70+), medt (60-69), pass (40-59) and fail (<40). Further
to the strong tecommendation by NVAO and its initial accteditation committee to change
the minimum pass mark to 50, the University's Learning and Teaching Board has approved
this recommendation, which urill be implemented as of 2014-2015. The committee thinks
positively about this change and acknowledges the efforts of the BSIS team to get this
recommendation adopted by UoI( All assessment work that counts fot more than 20o/o of.

the student's overall gtade is moderated by an independent market. Dissertations are all
double marked. The committee noticed dudng the teview of course materials attd
dissertations that marks ate given using specific evaluation sheets. Students mentioned to the
committee that they 

^re ^w^re 
of the indicatots used to assess their coursework and

dissertation. All written work is submitted electronically through the virtual learning
environment Moodle and assessed for plagiadsm by Tutnitin software. Students indicated
that the school's policy on plagiarism is cleat. According to the committee, the provisions in
place to detect and addtess plagiadsm arc adequa;te.
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In each programme under review, the dissettation accounts for one third of the credits (or
one quarter in case students follow the extended ptogtamme vadant) and its scote is weighted
accordingly in the calculation of the frnal gade The master thesis is part of the Fundamentals
Dissertation and Research (FDR) comporient of the cutticulum, which statts with lectures,

seminars and intenctive workshops befote the student dtafts the dissertation ptoposal and

eventually produces the dissettation. FDR is offered to all master students at BSIS, although
certain seminars and workshops câter for the specific needs of students enrolled in law ot
social sciences prograrnmes. Students indicated that in principle th.y c n choose 

^
dissertation topic, which may however be fine-tuned to reflect the expertise of the supervisor,

who is allocated to each student aftet the draft dissettation ptoposal. Students and alumni
indicated they arcf were very satisfied with the support and avatJzbitty of the supervisors.

For each progrâmme, the committee studied a sample of ten dissertations looking at problem
definition, literature use, research execution, source verification, as well as sttuctute and

readability of the dissertation. The 50 dissetations ate listed pet programme and student
record number in Appendix 8 to this report. -A.ccording to the committee, the dissertation
topics 

^re 
very much in line with the focus of the respective programmes. The tesearch

approach, moreover, reflects the programmes' core discipline: law (LLM) or social sciences

(À{r\) In their thesis assessment forms, the committee members indicated that each

dissertation fulfils the minìmum criteria one would expect of a dissertatjon at mastet's level
and of academic odentation. Äftet an'tnterrral discussion of theit tespective assessments, the
committee members agteed unanimously that fot each of the five progtammes undet review,
the dissertations are of sufficient academic quality, In the previous section, the committee had
indicated in the case of two progranúnes (À,{A IPE and LLM IEL) that students with no
previous exposure to law or economics often had to spend considerably more tjme on the

taught modules. The committee did not find any paticulat evidence for this lack of
disciplinary know-how in the dissettations it teviewed fot the mastet progtammes in
International Political Economy and International Economic Law,

On the basis of the information provided in the different self-evaluation teports, the
committee produced the table below, which indicates that ovetall dissettations tend to get
high grades. The committee reviewed a teptesentadve sample of all dissertations, including
those with low and high marks. In most cases the committee members agteed to the scores of
the examiners. The cases, in which the committee member would have given a higher or
lowet score, 

^leflot 
linked to afly progtâmme in patticular but concern all five programmes.

On the basis of the sample it reviewed, the committee does not think the hrgh grades are the
result of systematic gtade inflation.

JoK-BSIS

of whom
number of dissertations

distinction metit pass
Programmes

44 1.6 1.9 9MA.ICS

6MA IR 49 34 9

B 1BLLM IL.IR 3t 1,1,

9 15 4MÀ IPE, 28

9 .) 5 ILLM IE,L

167 42 91 34TotaI#
100 25 54 20o/o
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Not'u¡ithstanding this positive appreciation on the overall quality of the dissettations, the
committee noticed a wide variety in the structure and apptoach of the theses it teviewed.
According to the lecturers, all dissertations should fulfil some basic formal ar'd technical
requirements. Their adherence to these rules, howevet, is not checked until the finai ptoduct
has been submitted fot assessment. Moreover, the specific requirements jn terms of the
length for instance v^ty per discipline (law, international relations). Furthermore, it is the
explicit policy of BSIS to favout consistency within a dissertation, but not across all
dissertations: BSIS thus allows students, some of whom have extensive experience using one
patuaiar citation method, to adopt the citation approach of their choice provided they adopt
it throughout the dissertation. N{oteovet, h 

^ 
few cases the committee noticed that the

tesearch question was formulated in a descrþtive rathet than an analyttcalway. This is all the
more remarkable given that students are trained dudng FDR seminats how to construct a

ptoposal and how to dtaft an entire dissettation in an academic way. Both staff and students
mentioned that rnost of the support / counselling go into the preparatory stages of the
dissertation, including an extensive revj.ew of the dissertation ptoposal. However, while
supervisors are avalfable fot ad hoc counselling, they do not review draft versions of the
dissettation nor do they perfortn a quality check before the thesis is formaþ submitted.
Taking into account these clarifications, the committee understands why certain dissertations
are not structured in the same 'finaf way âs this is the case in thesis products in the
Nethedands and Flanders, The committee nevertheless suggests the lecturers invoh'ed in the
FDR module to pây particular attention to (training students in) elaborating the research
question of the dissettation.

An ovetview of the number of students entolled and gndtating per progrârnme is provided
in Appendix 5 to this report. After the site visit BSIS provided more detailed information on
the students that had not (yet) completed the progamme, as well as the final gtades obtained
by the successful gtaduates. The committee processed this information in the table below,
which demonstrates that the success tate is hrgh for all five programmes. Almost all students
who enrol on the programme, complete it eventually. Those students who did not yet
graduate in most cases follow one of the programme variants: they study part-time, follow the
extended progÍamme, ot started in the Spdng term. Moreover, in line with their score on the
dissettation, students tend to get relatively high overall grades.

,{.nother way of demonsttating the level of the programmes under review is to look at the
petformance of gtaduates, i.e, how gtaduates are using their study programme and degree
afterwards, in post-gtaduate studies, PhD ptojects or on the labout market. The alumni at the
site visit had moved on after their studies at BSIS in diffetent ways: some arc preparing

BSIS

of whomProgrammes
intake completed ongorng withdrawn

Completion
rate at the
time of the
visit

Distinction
o//tl

Merit
%

MA ICS 57 46 9 2 81 27 36

MA IR 63 51 1,1, 1, 81 7 68

LLM IL-IR 49 38 1,1, 0 78 21 +2

MA IPE 35 29 5 1 83 28 47

LLN{ IEL 13 9 .) 1, 69 26 39

total # 217 173 39 5 78 aa 46

% 100 80 18 2

44 QANU flntenaional Studies, The University of l(ent



PhD's, others ate employed in the private sector, while still others work in tntemanonal f
European public or non-profit organisations. Two alumni used theit study period at BSIS as

patt of a cateer move and are curtently looking for a job in a new professional environment.
The current economic ctisis, however, seems to prevent some BSIS gtaduates to find paid
employment right away. In order to complement the profiles of the alumni present on site,
the committee asked for - and obtained - an ovetvi.ew of the jobs/employers BSIS graduates
have moved into aftet their studies. This incomplete but reptesentative list indicates that in
addition to the above-mentioned ptofessional petspectives, some alumni have returned to
their home country to take up employment in an intemational environment and at gtaduate
level.

Considerations
The committee's considerations on this standard apply to all five progtammes under review.
The assessment system follows the ptovisions established at UoI( and is implemented
adequately at BSIS. The committee thinks hghly of the information that is provided to
students in the prograrnme and module specifications, as well as of the feedback lecturers
ptovide to students' individual coutsework. Students, moreover, know what type of
âssessment is fothcoming and which cnteria will be used to assess their coutsework. On the
basis of the sample it teviewed, the committee considers the assessments to be valid, reliable
and transparent.

ì(4rilst acknowledgingthat the Boatd of Examiners functions according to British regulations,
the committee did notice a number of differences in its composition and tasks compared to
the Dutch and Flemish system. The committee considers that from a conflict of interest point
of view, having the Dean chafuing the Board of Examiners is not an optimum situation.
Howevet the specific tasks of the Boatd and the presence of extetnal examiners ensure the
neutrality of the system. Moreover, the committee thinks hghly of the capaciq of the Board
members who have the propet knowledge and skills to implement their tasks in a professional
w^y'

For each programme, committee members reviewed ten dissettations and consider that each
of the fifty individual dissertations is of sufficient academic quality. The dissertation topics are

very much in üne with the focus of the tespective progrãnmes and the reseatch approaches
reflect the progtammes' core disciplines: law (LLM) ot social sciences (I\4,\). Any possible
weaknesses in disciplinary know-ho'w at the start of the progrâmmes seem to have been
repaired by the time students deliver the dissertation. As a patttcr:liat featute of the
dissertation process, the committee noticed that the bulk of superr.ision happens at the outset
of the pathway. In this phase supewisors provide extensive and good quality support,
according to the committee.

The committee considers that the success tate (studierendement) for each progrâmme is very
high. Moreovet, the committee appreciates the effotts of the BSIS administrators to follow-
up on each and evety student, which in twn teduces the number of potential dtop-outs. The
committee undetstands from the discussion with alumni ftom recent cohorts that the
economic crisis ptevents some BSIS gtaduates ftom fi.ditg paid employment. On the whole,
however, many gtaduates continue to find suitable employment in line with the level and
orientation of their studies.

In sum, the committee considets that the five programmes âre structured in such a way that
the intended learning outcomes ate achteved and the exit level realised by students who
successfully pass the modules and produce a dissettation. The committee therefore assesses
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this standard positively. Such appteciation nevettheless leaves room for some adjustment or
improvement: the committee invites the progtammes first of all to considet diversifying their
assessment modes in individual modules, including provisions for knowledge tests and oral
examination / dissettation defence. Secondly, lecturers in the FDR module and dissertation
supervisors ate invited to pay (even) mote attention to supporting students in the elaboration
of the teseatch question / dissertation proposal.

Conclusion
The committee considers the exit level achieved to be satisfactory fot all five master
progralnmes under teview.

Master's programme MA InTeruational Conflict and Securitlr the committee assesses Standard 3 as

satisfactory.
Master's progrâmme MA in Internationøl Rrlations: the committee assesses Standard 3 as

satisfactory.
Master's programme MA in Internationøl Politìcal Econontl: the committee assesses Standatd 3 as

satisfactory.
Mastet's programme LIl[ in Inremational Law witb Infernational Re/afionr.' the committee
assesses Standard 3 as satisfactory.
Master's progrãnme I-llI in Inlemational Economic L¿w: tl:'e committee âssesses Standard 3 as

satisfactory.
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Standard 4: Set-up and organisation of the intemal quality assurance

The set-up and otganisation of the internal quality assurance is aimed at systematically impror,'rng the
prografiìfne wrth the involvement of the relevant stakeholders.

Criteria
The programme is pedodically evaluated, based in part on testable objectives. The outcomes of this evaluation
form the basis for verifiable measures for improvement that contribute to the tealisation of the objectives.
Employees, students, aÌumni and the relevant þrofessional) freld of the programme ate activeþ involved in the
internal quality as sutance.

Findings
The intemal quality assurance system at BSIS applies to all progtâmmes at UoIÇ including the
five master progtammes under teview, and follows the provisions established in lJol{'s
primàry quality âssurânce document, the Code of Practice fot Quaìity Assurance. It sets out
the principles, structutes and procedutes thtough which UoI( (and thus also BSIS) monitors
academic standards and imptoves the quality of its progtâmfnes. The committee has looked
into this document, which wâs ânnexed to the self-evaluation tepotts, and noticed that it
covers adequately the vatious elements one would expect of a quality âssurance system in
highet education.

The responsibiJity fot the delivery of mastet programmes in Brussels, on behalf of the
academic schools at UoI( and in accordance with the Code of Ptactice, falls upon the
Brussels Gtaduate Boatd of Studies. This Boatd is chaired by the Director of Graduate
Studies and composed of the convenots of all programmes offered in Brussels, as well as at
least two students tepresenting the master and PhD prograrnmes, tespectively. The Board of
Studies recommends modules and ptogtammes fot approval conducts annual monitoring of
modules and progtammes, and tesponds to feedback ftom Extemal Examiners and students.
The Boatd tepresentatives clarified to the committee that they petform a number of tasks

independently (such as monitoting modules and progtammes), but depend on the approval of
a 'higher' body, the respective Gtaduate Studies Committees of the þatent' academic schools
at UoI(, to validate for instance the otganisation of new modules or the adjustment of
existing courses. The committee notices that this is a complicated and time-consuming
approzch, but also acknowledges that not all issues can be addressed, handled and approved
by BSIS without proper validation by UoK. Moteovet, the committee gathers ftom the
discussion on site that the vatious components ate in place and that the system is functioning
adequately.

\ühen reviewing on site the minutes of the Board of Studies meetings, the committee realised
that student representatives wete invited systematicaþ to the Board meetings. The committee
considers that this is an important featwe of the quality assurafl.ce system and suggests BSIS
to make the involvement of students mote visible. On the basis of the self-evaluation reports,
the committee had not understood that students were structurally involved in the Board of
Studies. BSIS may also want to invite student representatives of the Board of Studies to
discussion tounds with accreditation committees, which is common practice in both the
Nethedands arid Flanders. The committee also leatned from the Board of Studies minutes
that there are only two meetings per ye r, o17e in autumn and one in spdng leaving often a big
gâp between the spring and âutumn meeting. The Board of Studies is cwrently considedng
the possibility of an additional meeting, an option the committee certainly supports.

BSIS also features a Jont Council, which functions as a staff-student liaison committee
covering al). non-aczdemic aspects of the school. It is attended by all academic and
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administrative staff as well as by student representâtives from all progtammes. The committee
teviewed the minutes of Joint Council meetings and spoke with individual students and staff
who are member of the Joint Council. Although the committee noticed that many issues can
be - and effectively ate - addressed in an informal way among students, administtatots and
lectutets, the Joint Council provides ân opportunrty for formalising cettain issues (such as the
opening houts of the sectetariat) and explicitatìng the tesponsibilities of the various
stakeholdets in for instance social gatherings or càreer events.

Progtammes are monitored in three ways, thtough pedodic programme reviews, monitodng
of modules and ptogtammes, and extemal examinets' reports. The latter document has

akeady been addressed in the previous section on âssessment. Periodic prografiìme reviews
look at the quality of all ptograrffnes within a lJoI( school. The committee tead the most
Íecent teviews of the l(ent Law School (2009) and the School of Politics and International
Relations Q01,1). Both documents cover also the tespective master progrâmmes at BSIS and
emphasise very similat elements when it comes to the specific câmpus and prograrnmes in
Brussels: ftst of all, the opportunities for intemships, placements and ptofessional careers are
mentioned as â strong feature and added value of the Brussels campus; secondiy, both
reports encourâge stronger links and better communication between staff and students at
Canterbwy and Bnrssels; thirdly, the library provision for students at BSIS should be
reviewed and sttengthened. The committee undetstands from the discussions on site that in
the meantime the links with Canterbury colleagues have intensified andtbat the students now
dispose of full access to the online catalogue of lJoICs Templeman library.

Each ptogtâmme at BSIS is evaluated every ye r along with each of its modules. The Director
of Graduate Studies/Chair of the Board of Studies prepares â report for the relevant Heads
of School and the Dean of Social Sciences at UoI{. The committee looked into the results of
the individual module evaluations and found the materials to be comprehensive. Students and
staff indicated that the module evaluations constitute a useful complement to more informal
expressions of apprecration. Students have the feeling their concetns âre taken setiously and
issues arising from the module evaluations are addressed satisfactodþ. Changes, however, do
not only come about via module evaluations. Very often, students addtess thejr concern
directly to the membet of staff ot do so via the Btussels Graduate Student Union, the student
body teptesenting all mastet students at BSIS. Moreover, students indicated they tend to have
good and ftustful relations with their academic tutot andfot with members of the
administtative staff with whom they feel confident discussing most of their concems. Based
on documents and discussions, the committee noticed that thete is a positive and consttuctive
atmosphete within BSIS in genetal, and between students and lectutets in particular.

This positive atmosphere creates a sense of involvement, of belonging and commitment
âmong students, administtatots and lecturers. The committee membets who had also been
involved in the initial accteditation ptocedure n 201,1, moreover noticed that the academic
and professional network of the lecturers had grown considerably over the past three yeârs,
which in turn creâtes more opportunities for academic and professional coopetation,
including the involvement of extemal colleagues from academia or practice in delivedng
modules and the opportunities for students to undertake placement. From the discussions

with alumni, the committee gathered that there is a close but infotmal connection between
recent graduates and current students. This llnk is often mâintained thtough individuals who
have studied at BSIS and became PhD students at the Btussels centte. In tetms of alumni
policy, committee members noticed that not much had changed in süuctural terms compated
to the situation n 2071,: BSIS is still starting to develop its own alumni activities in addition to
the central UoI( policy. Futthet to comments and suggestions from the alumni, the
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committee recommends BSIS to zclvate its own alumni policy and involve fotmer students
more structurally in the development and quality assurance wotk of BSIS. In this tespect, the
committee welcomes the plans of BSIS to dedicate administrative staff time to alumni
activities and to hold alumni events in the framework of UoICs 50th anniversaty tn201,5.

ìØhilst noticing on the one hand the very strong involvement of all intetlocutors during the
vadous discussions on site, the committee had the impression that on the other hand the self-
evaluation reports had been drafted by the BSIS administrators with only limited input from
most convenors. This is all the mote strjking, given that the committee performing the initial
accreditation exercise made a similar comment in its reports. The bigget patt of. the five self-
evaluation reports contained descdptions emphasising common issues across programmes
tather than specific features ot individual developments ^t progrz;mme level. Usually,
however, self-evaluation reports constitute an opportuflrty for self-teflection, benchmarking
and priority setting. The committee undetstands that BSIS was undet considerable time
pressure when producing the repotts, but neveftheless thinks that it missed a good
opportunity to teflect on the individual progrâmrnes, indicate envisaged and realised changes,
and elaborate a S\WOT-anaþsis of both BSIS and the five individual progïammes under
review. The committee strongly encorúages all BSIS stakeholdets to undertake such activities
when ptep aring futute accreditation exetcis es.

Considerations
The committee's considetations on this standard apply to all five progtammes under review.
Internal quality assurânce follows the ptovisions established at UoI( and is implemented
adequately ât BSIS, according to the comrnittee. The committee acknowledges that the
composition and tasks of the Boatd of Studies differ somewhat ftom 'Opleidingscommissies'
at Flemish and Dutch universities, but its membets are competent and negotiate the BSIS
progrâmme issues in the respective Grz;d:uate Studies committees at UoI(

Reviewing the documents that monitor the quality of progtammes, the committee noticed
that some recommendations from the pedodic programme reviews with regard to UoI(-UoI{
contacts znd)tbnry provisions have been addressed by BSIS in the meantime. Moteovet, the
committee considers that individual module evaluations are comprehensive and constitute a

useful complement to more infotmal evaluations. The committee furthermore appreciates

that student concerns arc taken seriously and that issues atising ftom either formal module
evaluations or informal discussions ate addressed adequately.

Thtoughout the site visit, the committee noticed a positive atmosphere within BSIS, as well as

involvement and commitment ftom the different stakeholdets. Compared to a few yeats ago,

the network of individual lecturers has expanded, which in tun creates more opportunities
for academic and professional coopetation, as well as for student placement oppofiunities,

In sum, the committee considers that intemal quaJity âssurance at BSIS is otganised
adequately for each of the five ptogtammes undet review and therefore âssesses this standard
positively. The committee nevertheless sees some room fot imptovement with tegard to the
involvement of students and alumni: BSIS could give student representatives a more
prominent and visible tole in the Board of Studies and may want to involve fotmet gtaduates
more activeiy and structurally in the development and monitoring of its master progtammes.

Conclusion
The committee assesses the set-up atd organtsation of internal quaJity assurance to be
satisfactoty for z1l. ftve mastet proglâmmes undet teview.
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Master's programme MA International Conflict and Secwri4t the committee assesses Standatd 4 as

satisfactory.
Mastet's programme MA in International Relafion¡: the committee âssesses Standard 4 as

satisfactory.
Mastet's programme MA in Inlernalional Politica/ Economlt fhe committee assesses Standard 4 as

satisfactory.
Master's progrâmme I-lÀ[ in Internalìonal Law with Internarioaal Relalions: the committee
âssesses Standard 4 as satisfactory.
Master's programme I-f,A[ in Internalional Economic Law: the committee âssesses Standard 4 as

satisfactory.

General conclusion

The committee assesses the mastet's progtamme MA Inlernational Conflict and Secarigt as

satisfactory.
The committee âssesses the mastet's programme MA in Inlemational Re/øtions as satisfactory.
The committee assesses the master's ptogtamme MA in International Political Econonlt as

satisfactory.
The committee assesses the master's ptogramme I-I-AI in Inlernalional l-aw wirh Interuøtional
Re latio ns as s atisfactory.
The committee âssesses the mastet's ptogramme I-I,NI in Inrernational Econontic L.aw as

satisfactory for a limited period.
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Appendix 1: Curricula vitae of the members of the assessment committee

Chair: Piette Vetcauteten is Vice-Dean of the faculty of economic, social, political and
communication sciences of the Catholic Univetsity of Louvain (IJCL) in Mons. He holds
degtees in International Relations, Public Administration and European Studies fiom UCL, as

well as a PhD in Political Sciences from the Ftench-speaking Free University of Btussels

flJLB). He is secretary-general of the international research network REGIMEN on
globalisation and intemational govetnance. In addition to his duties at UCL, Professor
Vercauteten has taught the coutse 'Global Governance' at ULB and is member of the
research unit LARGOTEC at the University of Paris Est. Piere Vetcauteren is well-known in
the French-speaking patt of Belgium for his interventions on TV and in newspâpers at the
elections and in times of goverflment building. Ptofessot Vetcauteten has been membet of
the \T-IR visitation committee reviewing programmes in political sciences in Flanders (2007)
and chaired the NVAO committee performing the initial accreditation âssessment of the fìve
prograrnmes at UoI(-BSIS in 2011.

Member : Arild Saether is emeritus ptofessot at the University of Agder - I(ristiansand in
Norway, where he was the chair of the School of Management 

^t 
the Facr.rlty of Economics

and Social Sciences. He holds degtees in economics ftom the universities of Oslo Q.JO),
Minnessota (IJSA) and Cornell University (JSA). He has published extensively on European
economic integration, Eutopean highet education reforms, and the history of economic
thought. Professor Saether has taught at diffetent institutions, including the European
Institute of Public Administration in Maastdcht and the EutoFaculty at the University of
Latvia, which he also directed for three years. Atild Saether has served on sevetal assessment
committees for academic programmes, including on behalf of the NVAO at the lJniversity of
Leiden n201,2.

Member: Ron Ton is dfuectot of the Clingendael Academy, which is part of the
Netherlands Institute of International Relations 'Clingendael' in The Hague. Ron Ton has an

extensive erperience in working with the govemments, NGO's, ptivate sector and univetsities
in the Nethedands and abtoad, notably in Central and Eastern Europe, Northem Afnca and
the Middle East. Drs. Ton is a gnduate of the Utrecht University in Contemponry History
and also obtained his teaching quaLifications at the university's Pedagogical and Didactical
Institute. He is an expert in cudculum development, Úain-the-ttainer programmes and the
development of interactive education, assisting and advising international academic and
diplomatic tnnng institutions. Ron Ton was member of the NV,A.O committee performing
the initial accreditation âssessment of the five progtammes at UoI{-BSIS n 2011.

Member : Freya Baetens is Director of Studies at Leiden University College (LUC), head of
the LUC Research Centre and Assistant Professor zt the Eutope Institute of the Leiden Law
School. She holds Law degtees from Ghent Univetsity and the Columbia lJniversity School
of Law, as well as a PhD. in Law from the Univetsity of Cambridge. Dr. Baetens teaches

master's courses in Public Intetnational Lzw and Intetnational Economic Law and
Sustainabie Development. She has pubJished on a wide tange of topics, including fie Ly

interpretation, state tesponsibility, equality, international tade and investment disputes, EU
extemal relations, discrimination in intemattonal migration law, sustainable development, and
interaction between legal regimes. In addition to het academic pursuits, Fteya Baetens has

assisted jnternational arbrll:a:dLon committees and is registered at theBar tn Brussels.

Student-member: Tessa Baeck has degrees in Political Sciences, Comparative and
International Politics and EU studies from the universities of Leuven and Ghent (BE). After
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het gtaduation tn 201.3, she joined the UNESCO Liaison Office in Brussels for a six-month
intemship. Ms. Baeck has considetable expetience abroad as Erasmus student in Potsdam
(DE), surnmer school student in Ptague (CZ) añ Sichuan eRC), as researcher for her
master's thesis in India and as junior expert at the Belgian Embassy in Brasil. Dwing her
studies, Tessa Baeck was staff membet of the Student Council of the Highet Education
Association Leuven.
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Appendix 2z Domain-specific ftamewotk of refetence

The five programmes submitted for assessment âre all mastet's progrâmmes of academic

orientation in a specialist field. According to the Btussels Schooi of Intemational Studies,

there are no reference ftameworks established in the UI( which cover the specific domains
under review, The Bdtish Quality Assurance Agency has reportedly established general
fiameworks for the domains Law, Politics or Economics, but these do not apply to the
specific areas on offer ^t BSIS: intetnational economic law, international telations,
international economic policy, conflict and security or intetnational law with internattonal
relations, In Flanders, such ftameworks ate called domain specific learning outcomes
(domeinspecifieke leeresultaten), which are set in common by aL highet education
institutions offering a specific programme. The framewotks that have been validated until
now are avatlable on the NVAO website but do not include the domains under review in this
âssessment exercise.

According to the VLUHR manual, the committee should establish its own teference
framework expücitating domain-specific leaming outcomes in case such ftamewotk does not
exist. Given the fact that the committee was tasked to assess five diffetent proglâmmes which
are alL running for some years now and successfully passed NVAO's initial accteditation
assessment, the committee did not establish entirely new frameworks. The committee
decided, however, to start ftom the existing intended leatning outcomes for each of the five
programmes and checked whether these learning outcomes âre in line with what can

reasonably be expected of a master's progrârnme of academic orientation in this particular
freld.

Each committee member was tasked to take the lead in this review exetcise fot one or more
progrâmmes and report back to the entire committee. During an tnternd, teview meeting, the
committee members presented their considetations which were discussed and eventuaþ
accepted as opinion of the entite committee. The committee findings and considerations on
the individualptognmmes âre ptesented in the cote section of the report.

The committee fotmally established that the domain specific learning outcomes of the Master
in International Conflict and Security, the Mastet in Intemational Relations, the Master in
International EconomicLzw, the Mastet in Intemational Economic Policy and the Master in
InternationalLzw with Intemattonal Relations are fotmt:Jated adequately for their pulpose as

master's progtammes of academic odentation in the respective fields.
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Appendix 3: Intended learning outcomes

Mastet's programme MA Intetnational Conflict and Secudty

On completion of the MA in International Conflict and Security students urill be expected to
have develooed and demonstrated knowledEe and understandins in the followinE areas:

. keI histodcal and theoretical issues in intetnational conflict and the study of wat and
peace, togethet with familiarity with appropriate bibliogtaphical sources;

o how to apply general theoretical and conceptual ftamewotks to the anaþsis of specific
conflicts and secudty issues;

o the nâture and distribution of power in the intemational systems;

o problems of political order; the social economic, historical and cultutal context within
which actors operate;

o the different kinds of actors on the international scene, theit respective interests and
influence in conflict and secutity telated issues;

o key theotetical problems of.wat, peace and secunty;

. current political challenges to international peace and security and possible sttategies to
addtess them;

o the changing role of the state in the context of globalisation and regional integration and
the implications fot intemational peace and security;

o how to desþ and conduct a tesearch project demonsttating awâreness of epistemologrcal

and methodological pdnciples;
o how to c ffy out an independent reseatch project and write in a scholatly manner

demon s tratin g famitarrty with academic co nventio n s.

In addition they will be expected to have achieved the following Skills and Other Attributes

Intellectual skills:

o general tesearch skills, especiaþ bibliographic and computing skills;

o gathet, organize and deploy evidence, data and information ftom a variety of secondary
and some pÀmaty sources;

o identi&, investigate, anâlyse, fotmulate and advocate solutions to problems;
o develop reasoned ârguments, synthesise televant infotmation and exetcise ctitical

judgement;

o reflect on, and m^rta"ge, their own learning and seek to make use of constructive feedback
from peers and staff to enhance theit performance and petsonal skills,

. mânage their own leaming self-critically.

Subiect-soecific skills:

o advanced understanding the nature and sþificance of conflict as a human condition;
¡ abiJitl to critically apply concepts, theoties and methods used in the study of conflict and

secutity to the analysis of political events, ideas, institutions and ptactices;

¡ abi]iry to critically evaluate different intetptetations of political issues and events;

¡ abiJiry to collect, anaþse and ptesent information about conflict and political events;

. 
^w^refless 

of the epistemological issues televant to tesearch in the social sciences,

including the major theoretical and epistemological debates in the social sciences, as they
bear on jnternational conflict and security anaþsis.
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Ttansferable skills:

o Communication: communicate effectively and fluently in speech and writing (including,
where appropdate, the use of IT); otganise information clezrly and coherently; use
communication and infotmation technology for the reüieval and presentation of
information, including, where appropriate, statistical ot numerical information;

o Information technology: ptoduce written documents; undettake online research;
communicate using e-mail; process information using databases;

o \X/orking with othets: define and review the work of others; work co-operatively on group
tasks; understand how gtoups function; collaborate with others and contribute effectively
to the achievement of common goals;

o Improving own leaming: explore petsonal strengths and weaknesses; time mânagemenq
teview working envitonment (especially student-staff relationshþ; develop autonomy in
Iearning; work independently, demonstrating initiative and self-organisation. Important
teseatch management skills include the setting of appropriate timescales for different
stages of the teseatch with clear stattìng and flnishing dates (through a dissertation);
ptesentation of. a cleat statement of the purposes and expected results of the research; and
developing apptoptiate means of estimating and monitoring resources and use of time;

o Problem solvrng: identi$r and define problems; explore alternattve solutions znd
disctiminate between them;

o Personal careet developmenl students are encouraged to marràge their own caïeer
progtession and development proactively and are suppotted in developing skills in
reseatching and tettieving information on opportunities for employment and continuing
petsonal and cateet development.

Master's programme MA in Intemational Relations

On completion of the MA in Intetnational Relations students will be expected to have
developed and demonstrated knowledEe and understandins in the followins areas:

o historical and theotetical i.ssues at the fotefront of the discipline of international relations,
togethet with familiadty with appropriate bibliogtaphical sources;

o the epistemological and methodological pdncþles in their application to the study of
international telations ;

. keI ontological, theoretical, and methodological problems of international relations;

. current challenges to international order, cooperation, identity, social formations, and
global issues, and possible strategies to address them;

o the changing role of the state in the context of globalisation and regional integration and
the implications for intemational peace and security;

o how to carry out an independent tesearch project and wdte in a scholarly manner
demonstrating famitarity with academic conventions deal with complex issues both
systematicaþ and crcattveiy, make sound judgements in the absence of complete data,
and communicate their conclusions cleady.

In addition they will be expected to have achieved the following Skills and Other Attributes

Intellectual skills:

o general teseatch skills, especially bibliographic and computing skills;
o gathet, organize and deploy evidence, data and information from a v^tlety of secondary

and some púmary sources;

o identify, investigate, anâlyse, formulate and advocate solutions to problems;
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develop teasoned ârguments, synthesise televant infotmation and exetcise crittcal
judgement;

reflect on, and maflagq their own learning and seek to make use of consttuctive feedback
from peers and staff to enhance their petfotmance and petsonal skills,

m^n^ge their own leaming self-critically.

Subi ect- so ecific skills ;

o appþing concepts, theories and methods used in the study of intetnational relations, the
analysis of political events, ideas, institutions and practices;

o evaluating diffetent intelptetations of political issues and events;

o descdbing, evaluating and âpplymg different apptoaches to collecting, analysing and
presenting political information;

o developing a good understanding of the main epistemological issues relative to tesearch in
the social sciences, including some majot theotetical and epistemological debates in the
social sciences, such as explanation of and undetstanding the diffetences between
positivist, realist and othet âccouflts of social sci.ence and the practscal implications of the
major alternative philosophical positions in the social sciences fot tesearch,

Ttansferable skills:

o Cornmunication: communicate effectively and fluently in speech and writing (including
where apptopriate, the use of IT); organise information cleady and coherently; use

communication and infotmation technology fot the tettieval and presentation of
information, including, where appropriate, statistical ot numedcal information;

o Infotmation technology: ptoduce written documents; undettake online research;

communicate using e-mztl; process information using databases;

o !Øorking with othets: define and teview the wotk of othets; work co-operatively on group
tasks; understand how gtoups function; collaborate with others and contdbute effectively
to the achievement of common goals;

o Improving own leatning: explore personal sttengths and weaknesses; time manâgement;
review working environment (especially student-staff telationshþ; develop autonomy in
learning; work independently, demonstrat-ing initiative and self-organisation. Importânt
reseatch management skills include the setting of apptoptiate timescales fot diffetent
stâges of the tesearch with clear starting and finishing dates (through a dissettation);
presentation of a clear statement of the purposes and expected results of the research; and
developing apptopnate meâns of estimating and monitoring resources and use of time;

o Problem solving: identify and define ptoblems; explote altetnative solutions and
discriminate between them;

o Personal c reet development: students âre encouraged to m^rLa¿ge theit own c reeÍ
ptogtession and development proactively and are suppotted in developing skills in
researching and retdeving information on opportunities fot employment and continuing
petsonal and careet development.

Mastet's programme MA in Intetnational Political Economy

On completion of the MA in Intemational Political Economy students will be expected to
have develooed and demonstrated knowledEe and understandins in the followins areas:

. key historical and philosophical issues in the development of the global economy,
together with familianty with appropriate bibliographical sources;

o how to apply genetal theoretical and conceptual fiamewotks to the analysis of specific
issues and ptoblems in domestic, tegional, and intemational settìngs;

a
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o how to utilise qualitative and quantitative teseatch methods and evaluate criticaþ their
application in the scholarly literatule and in policy papers;

how to desþ and conduct a research ptoject demonsttating awareness of epistemological
and methodological principles apptoptiate to the subject of that reseatch ptoject;
the nature of political, economic, social and technological ptoblems, their emergence and
dynamics;

the effect of global economic, political and social processes on development, both in
na:uonal and intemational perspective;

how to desþ and wdte a substantial scholady paper demonstrating famiJiadty with
academtc and professional conventions.

In addition they will be expected to have achieved the following Skills and Other Attributes

Intellectual skills:

o genetal reseatch skills, especiaþ bibliogtaphic and computing skills;
o gather, organae and deploy evidence, data and infotmation from a variety of secondary

and some primaty sources;

o identify, investigate, analyse, formulate and advocate solutions to problems;
o develop teasoned arguments, synthesise televant information and exercise cdtical

judgement;

o reflect on, and manage, their own learning and seek to make use of constructive feedback
from peets and staff to enhance their performânce and personal skills.

Subi ect- sp ecifi.c skills:

o understand the different uses for theory in International Poütical Economy and develop
an individual stance on the appropriate application of theory;

o apply concepts, theories and methods used in Intetnational Political Economy to
contemporary issues and problems;

. evâluâte the interelationships between the literatures and methodologies of Internattonal
Political Economy and telated disciplines, such as law, political theory, economics,
sociology and history;

o describe, evaluate and apply diffetent approaches to collecting, anaþsing and ptesenting
social and technical information.

Transfetable skills:

o Communication: communicate effectivel)' and fluently in speech and writing (including,
where approptizte, the use of IT); organise information clearly and coherently; use

communication and information technology for the retrieval and presentation of
information, including, where apprcpriate, statistical or numerical information;

o Information technology: ptoduce wtitten documents; undertake online research;
communicate using e-mail; process information using databases;

o \Working with othets: define and review the work of others; work co-operatively on group
tasks; understand how groups function; collaborate with others and contribute effectively
to the achievement of common goals;

o Imptovlng own leatning: explote petsonal sttengths and weaknesses; time management;
review working environment (especially student-staff relationshþ; develop autonomy in
learning work independently, demonstrating initiative and self-otganisation. Important
teseatch management skills include the setting of appropriate timescales for different
stages of the reseatch with clear statting and finishing dates (through a dissertation);

a
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presentatiof. of a. clear statement of the putposes and expected results of the research; and

developing appropdate meâns of estimating and monitoring resources and use of time;
o Problem solving: identift and define problems; explote altemative solutions and

discdminate between them;

o Personal cateet development: students âÍe encouraged to m^î^ge their own c reer
progression and development proactively and are supported in developing skills in
researching and retrieving information on opportunities for employrnent and
continuing petsonal and careet development.

Mastet's programme LLM in International Lawwith International Relations

On completion of the LLM in International Law with International Relations students will be

exoected to have developed and demonstrated knowledse and undetstandiqs in the followins
L

^fe 
si

o the institutions and sftuctures of public intemational law, and the interrelationships
between these;

o the key concepts, policy issues, pdnciples, and televant sources of public intemationallaw
and relevant international telations;

o the substantive law relevantto 
^ 

r^flge of key ateas of public internationallawl'
o the theoretical perspectives and academic debates which undedie the substantive ateas of

pub Jic intemation al lzw ;
o the pncttcal contexts in which the law operâtes;

o the importance of evaluating public internationalla'w alongside its theotetical and practtcal
contexts; and

o the relationship and interrelationship between public intemational law theoty and

practice, and intemational telations theory and practice.

o how to carry out an independent teseatch project and wdte in a scholatly mannet
demonstratjng famitartq with academic conventions deal v¡ith complex issues both
systematicaþ and cteattvely, make sound judgements in the absence of complete data,

and communicate theit conclusions cleady.

In addition they will be expected to have achieved the following Skills and Othet Attributes

Intellectual skills:

o effectively apply the knowledge of public intetnad.onal law and international relations

theory to a wide range of situations whete relevant pncttcal or theoretical issues ate undet
consideration;

o evaluate issues according to their context, relevance and importance;

o gather relevant information and access key sources by electronic ot othet means;

o formulate arguments on central issues and ateas of conttovetsy, and be able to present â

teasoned opinion based upon televant materials;

. recognise potential alternative ârguments, and conttary evidence, to a student's own
opinion and ptesent a reasoned justification fot preference;

o demonstr^te 
^fl 

independence of mind and abiJity to offet critical challenge to teceived

understanding on particulat issues; reflect constructively on their learning progtession.

Subi ect-so ecific skills :

o identi& and charactedse issues of public intetnational law which arise in pøclúcal
situations;

o research and access the main sources of law and policy which are relevant;
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âppreciâte and evaluate the main theoteucal and political perspectives that undedie the
legal provisions and the perspectives of internaionalrelations;
ptovide a reasoned and justified opinion as to possibie legal consequences in particulat
circumstances;

be awate of the limitations of ptesent knowledge and matters needing to be resolved by
futher research;

utilise research skills to commence futher reseatch into unresolved issues.

Transfetable skills:
o identifr relevant issues ftom potentiaþ complex factual situations;
o undertake research from a diverse range ofsources;
. summarise detailed and complex bodies of information concisely and accurately;
o formulate ârguments in verbal presentations and defend these against opposing views;
o present infotmation and arguments in wdtten fotm, in accordance with academic

conventions, and appropriately to the intended readership;
o evaluate personal petfortnance.

Mastefs programme LLM in International Economic Law

On completion of the LLM in Intemational Economic Law students will be expected to have
developed and demonstrâted knowledse and understanclins in the followins areas:

o the institutions and süuctures of intemattonal economic law, and the interelationships
between these;

o the key concepts, policy issues, pdnciples and televant sources of intemational economic
law and governance andintemational political economy;

o the substantive law relevant to a tange of key areas of intemational economic law;
o the theotetical petspectives and academic debates which undedie the substantive areas of

intemational economic law;
o the ptacttcal contexts in which the law operâtes;
o the importance of evaluating international economic law alongside its theoretical ar'd

pncttcal contexts;
o the telationship and interrelationship between intetnational economic law theory and

practice, and intemational political economy theory andprzcice;
o how to c ffy out ân independent reseatch project and write in a scholarly manner

demonstrating farnilatrty with academic conventions deal with complex issues both
systematicaþ and creattvely, make sound judgements in the absence of complete dzta,
and communicate their conclusions cleady.

In addition they wili be expected to have achieved the following Skills and Other Attdbutes:

Intellectual skills:

o effectively apply the knowledge of intemational economic law to a wide lz¿nge of
situations where relevant ptacijLcal or theoretical issues are under consideration;

o evaluate issues according to their context, relevance and importance;
o gathet relevant information and access key sources by electronic or other meâns;
o formulate ârguments on central issues and areas of controversy, ând be able to present â

teasoned opinion based upon televant matedals;

a
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recognise potentiâl alternative arguments, and conftary evidence, to a student's owfl.

opinion and ptesent a teasoned justification fot ptefetence;

demonstrate an independence of mind and abiJity to offer cdtical challenge to received

understanding on paticulat issues;

reflect consüuctively on their leaming ptogtession.

Subi ect-soecific skills :

o identify and chanctetise issues of public international law which arise in pracldLcal

situations;
o research and access the main sources of law and policy which are televant;

. appreciate and evaluate the main theoretical and political perspectives that undetlie the
legal provisions and the perspectives of intetnational relations;

o provide a reasoned and justified opinion as to possible legal consequences in particulat
circumstances;

o be 
^w^fe 

of the limitations of present knowledge ard mattets needing to be tesolved by
further reseatch;

o utilise research skills to corrrmerrce further reseatch into untesolved issues.

Transfetable skills;

o identify relevant issues from potentiaþ complex factual situations;

o undertake research ftomz diverse rânge ofsources;
o summarise detailed and complex bodies of information concisely and accurately;

o formulate argufnents in verbal presentations and defend these against opposing views;

o present information and arguments in written form, in accotdance with academic

conventions, and apptoptiately to the intended teadetship;

o evaluate personal petformance.
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Appendix 4: Overview of the curdcula

Period Modules
Otientation sessions

(introductory sessions in law and economics)
Week 0

200 hours

400 houts

30 hours

Term 1

(12 weeks)
Theories of Conflict and Violence

Choice of 2 elective modules from:
¡ International Relations Theory
o Negotiation and Mediation
o Law of Armed Conflict
o Migration: Conflict, the State and lluman Rights

o Humanitarian Issues in Forced Migmtion
o European Foreign and Security Policy

Fundamentals Dissertation and Research

(Lectutes, seminats and workshops)
200 hours

400 houts

20 houts

Conflict and Security

Choice of 2 elective modules from:
o TransitionalJustice and the Rule of Law
o International Criminal Law
o Securiry and Liberties
e Gender and Conflicts
o Foreign Policy Analysis
¡ ldentig, the State and Belonging

Fundamentals Dissertation and Reseatch
(seminars and dissettation proposal)

Terrn2
(12 weeks)

550 hoursFundamentals Dissertation and Research
(Dissetation wdting)

Term 3

(18 weeks)

Mastefs programme MA International Conflict and Security

The progtamme also featutes an extended vetsion enabling students to take an extra 600

hours: in this case, term 3 (1.2 weeks) consists of either 3 elective modules at BSIS or one

semester 
^t ^partner 

institution, while ter:rn 4 (18 weeks) is dedicated to dissettation wdting.
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Week 0 Orientation sessions
(introductory sessions in law and economics)

Term 1

(12 weeks)
International Relations Theory

Choice of 2 elective modules from:
o IntetnationalEconomrcs
o Public Intemational Law
o Legal Aspects of Contemporary Internaional Problems
o European Foreign and Secunty Policy
o Negotiation and Mediation
o PoliticalCommunication
o State, Market and Society
o Politics of Intemational Development
. EU Politics and Govemance
o Theories of Conflict and Violence
. Global Gover:nance and Intemational Organisations
. Migration: Conflict, the State and Human Rights

Fundamentals Dissertation and Researcha

(ectutes, s eminars and workshops)

200 hours

400 hours

30 hours

Tetm2
(12 weeks)

3 elective modules from:
o International Human Rights Law
o Diplomatic Law
¡ Europe and Global Change
o International Political Economy
o poLitical Strategy
o ForeignPolicy,A.nalysis
. Security and Liberties
. Identig, the State and Belonging

Fundamentals Dissetation and Research
(seminars and dissertation proposal)

600 houts

20 houts

Term 3
(18 weeks)

Fundamentals Dissertation and Research
(Dis s ettation writing)

550 hours

Master's programme MA in International Relations

The ptogtamme also features an extended vetsion enabling students to take an extta 600
hours: in this case, term 3 (12 weeks) consists of either 3 elective modules at BSIS or one
semester 

^t ^ 
p^rtr'er institution, whüe term 4 (18 weeks) is dedicated to dissertation writing.
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Mastet's programme MA in Intemational Political Economy

Modules StudyPetiod
Week 0 Orientation sessions

(introductory sessions in law and economics)
200 hours

200 hours

200 hours

30 hours

Term 1

(L2 weeks)
State, Market and Society

One elective module fiom:
o International Econornic Regulation
o InternationalEconomics
o Politics of Intemational Development

One elective module from:
o InternationalEconomicRegulatio
o InternationalEconomrcs
o Politics of Intemational Development
o Global Govemance and Intemational Organisation
o International Relations Theory
o EU Politics and Governance
o Legal Aspects of Contemporary International Problems
o Law and Development
. Migtation, Conflict, the State and Fluman Rights

o Public Intemational Law
¡ China Foreign Policy

Fundamentals Dissertation and Reseatch
(lectures, seminars and wotkshops)

200 houts
200 hours

200 hours

20 hours

Term2
(12 weeks)

International Political Economy

One elective module from:
o Intetnational Economic Law
o DevelopmentEconomics

One elective module ftom:
o International Economic Law
¡ DeveloPmentEconornics
o Corporate Govemance
o Foreign Policy Analysis
o Contemporary Enetgy Security
o International Migration Law
o Development Theory and Ptactice
o Theodes of Migratìon, Integration and Citizenship
o Histories of Intemational Conflict
. Gender and Conflict
o Security and Liberties
o Identity, State and Belonging

Fundamentals Dissetation and Reseatch
(seminars and dissettation proposal)

Fundamentals Dissetation and Research
(Dis s ertation writing)

550 hoursTerm 3

(18 weeks)
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The ptogramme also featutes an extended version enabling students to take an extra 600
hours: in this câse, term 3 (12 weeks) consists of either 3 elective modules at BSIS oï one
semester 

^t ^p^ttrLet 
institution, while term 4 (18 weeks) is dedicated to dissettation wdting.

Master's programme LLM in Intetnational Law with InternationalRelations

The programme also featutes an extended vetsion enabling students to take an extra 600
hours: in this câse, term 3 (12 weeks) consists of either 3 elective modules at BSIS or one
semester 

^t ^p^rtîer 
institution, while tertn 4 (18 weeks) is dedicated to dissertation writing.

Period Modules Study
\7eek 0 Orientation sessions

(inttoductory sessions in law and economics)
Term 1

(12 weeks)
LegaLA.spects of Contemporary International Problems
of
Public Intemational Law

One elective Law module:
¡ Legal Aspects of Contemponry InternaTtonal Problems
o Public Intemational Law
o Law of Armed Conflict
o International Law of the Sea

. EU Constitutional and Institutional Law
o Eutopean Migration Law

One elective Politics module:
¡ Theories of Conflict and Violence
o International Relations Theory for Lawyers
o Politics of International Development
. Migration: Conflict, the State and Fluman Rights
o European Foreign and Security Policy

Fundamentals Dissertation and Reseatch
(Lectutes, seminars and workshops)

200 hours

200 hours

200 hours

30 hours

Tern2
(12 weeks)

International Human Rights Law

One elective Law module:
o Intetnational Migration Law
o TransitionalJustice and the Rule of Law
¡ International Criminal Law
e International Econornic Law
o DiplomalcLaw

One elective Politics module:
o Conflict and Security
o Security and Liberties
. Identity, the State and Belonging
¡ Foreign Policy Analysis

Fundamentals Dissertation and Research
(seminars and dissertation proposal)

200 hours

200 hours

200 hours

20 hours

Term 3

(18 weeks)
Fundamentals Dissertation and Research

@issertation writing)
550 hours
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Week 0 Orientation sessions

(introductoty sessions in law and econornics)
200 houts

200 houts

200 hours

30 hours

Tetm 1

(12 weeks)

International Economic Regulation

One elective Law module:
o LegalAspects of Contemporary Intemaional Ptoblems

o Public IntemationalLaw
o Law and Development
o International Law of the Sea

One elective module:
o State, matkets and Society

o Politics of Intemational Development
. InternationalEconomics

Fundamentals Dissettation and Reseatch
(Lectutes, seminars and workshops)

International Economr c La.w

Cotporate Govemance

One elective module:
. DevelopmentEconomics
o International Mþation Law
o International Political Economy

Fundamentals Dissettation and Research
(seminars and dissettation proposal)

200 hours

200 hours

200 hours

20 houts

Term2
(12 weeks)

550 hoursTerm 3
(18 weeks)

Fundamentals Dissertation and Research
(Dissetation wtiting)

Mastefs programme LLM in International Economic Law

The programme also features an extended version enabling students to take an extta 600

hours: in this case, term 3 (12 weeks) consists of either 3 elective modules at BSIS or one

semesteÍ 
^t ^pàrtner 

institution, while term 4 (18 weeks) is dedicated to dissertation writing,
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Appendix 5: Quantitative data the programmes

Data on intake, ttansfers and graduates

MAlntemationøl and S

MA Inte rn ario n a I Re latio n s

LII/I in Inremational I-¿w with Internationøl Rtlations

MA Intemationøl P o litical

LIÀI in Intemarionøl Econonic Laa

)

)

)

22 20 21 1 02010-201,1,

77 1,7 15 2 0201,1,-2012

2072-201,3 1B 9 1,4 4 0

N.A. 17 4 0201,3-201,4 27

25 23 1 22010-201,1, 26

15 1,4 10 5 2201.1.-2012

2072-2013 24 t2 19 4 7

2013-201,4 15 N.A. 74 0 1

7 02010-201,1, 77 t7 1,6

t2 a 0201.1.-2012 1,4 1,2

9 1,4 4 02012-2073 18

t7 N.A. 74 2 I201.3-2014

10 9 7 J 02010-2011,

10 10 7 5 02071-2072

14 7 02072-201,3 1.5 1,2

N.Á.. 10 0 02073-201,4 10

4 5 3 1, 0201.0-201.1.

J 2 2 7 02077-2012

6 4 5 0 1,2072-2013

201.3-2014 .) N.Á.. 2 1, 0
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201,0-2011 6,74 5,80 3,75 2,21 1.,40

201,1,-201,2 5,r7 3,41 3,07 2,21 1,05

201,2-201,3 4,86 5,00 3,64 3,77 2,10

2013-2014 6,11 3,41 3,64 2,47 1,05

Teacher-student ratio achieved

The student-staff ratio is calculated by UoI(-BSIS as follows.
The total numbet of FTE students on the prografiìme divided by the FTE of teaching staff
dedicated to the progrâfiìme, assutning that patt-time students count as 0,5 FTE and full-time
(BSIS) staff spend 0,55 FTE on delivedng the progtamme, whereas individual lecturers and
UoI( staff spend 0,11 F'TE pet module. The calculation does not take into account the work
performed by the administrative staff.

Based on the above assumptions and taking into âccount the considerable ovedap in staff
time and modules across the five prograrffrìes, the committee calculated one student-staff
rai.o for all five progrâmmes together. In the academic yeat 2013-2014, a total of 63 FTE
students were involved in the five programmes, featudng 5,83 FTE of staff (B full-time staff
and 1,2 part-time staff for a total of 13 modules). The student-teaching staff ratio in this case
amounts to 10,81. Taking on board the administrative staff, the student-all staff ratio is 5,56.

Staff

The uoI(-BSIS ptogrammes features eight teaching staff based pertnanently in Brussels, three
teaching staff based in Cantetbuy and nine visiting lectuters. The Brussels based staff is hired
on a full-time basis and also assume othet functions âs programme convenors, academic
tutors, dean ot director of gtaduate studies. Most of the othet teaching staff is lectudng one
compulsory ot elective module in the programmes under review.

UoI( also has six administrative staff (5,5 FTE), dedicated entirely to BSIS.

Avetage amount of face-to-face instruction pet stage of the study programme

-All progtammes consist of six modules and the dissettation. Each module consists of 1,2

hours of lectures and 1,2 houts of seminats. Befote writing the dissertation, students follow a
series of lectutes, seminats andworkshops fot atolal of 16 hours.,{ltin all, this amounts to
160 hours of face-to-face instuction.

Students following the extended programme through additional modules at UoI! have
another T2hoars (three modules @ 24hows) of face-to-face instruction.

These fìgutes do not include the individual supewision time dulng the prepatation of the
dissertation, nor the oppotunities students have fot input/feedback on coutse assþments.

72 QÀNU fInternattonal S¡rdies, The Umversity of I(ent



Appendix 6: Internationalisation Activities

The University of Kent presents itself as the UICs European university. The UoI(-BSIS
follows the Intemationalisation Strategy 201,0-201,5 of the Universþ of I(ent, whose stated
mission is to build vigotously on its close ties within Eutope and beyond and to prrsue
internationalisation across core aren^s of activity. The Brussels School of International
Studies is one of four centres across Europe - others ate located in Pads, Rome and Athens -
offering a Bdtish degtee in an internattonalfButopean environment to students ftom all over
the world. Äccording to the UoI{-BSIS Graduate Study btochure, BSIS students come from
65 countries around the wotld. The permanent teaching and administtative staff in Brussels is
also highly international.

The five programmes under consideration are one-year progtammes whose modules are

international in terms of outlook and contents. The programme itself does not foresee a

compulsory study period abroad. Students who enrol for the extended programme can spend
up to ofle semester ^t ^ 

p^rtîer. univetsity. Cutrently there are agreements with higher
education institutions in \X/ashington DC, Beijing Toþo and Bogota.

UoI{-BSIS is not involved in any EU-funded mobility scheme.
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Appendix 7:Programme of the site visit

Monday 2Jrune20t4
13:00 Arrival of review committee
1.3:1.5 Prepatatoty meeting review committee
16:00 Session 1 - BSIS Management

x Prof. Roget Vickerman (Dean fot Eutope)
* Dr. Amanda I(lekowksi von I(oppenfels (Director of Graduate Studies)
x Mt. Alastair Ross (Head of Administtation BSIS)

17:00 Session 2 - BSIS Administtation
+ Mr. Alastair Ross (Head of Administtation BSIS)
* Inez Summers (Office managet)
* Francesca Maitauto (Student recotds)
* Yingqing Ben (Finance officer)

18:00 Guided tour of BSIS premises
18:15 Internal meeting teview committee
18:45 End of day one

Tuesday 3June20l4
08:45 Ardval of review committee
09:00 Session 3 - Students MA Intemaional Conflict and Security (ICS)

x Camilla Callesen
* I(endell Tylee
x Cristina Goni
* HannahJordan

09:30 Session 4 - Staff MA Intemational Conflict and Security (ICS)
* Dt. E1ise Feton (convenot M,\ ICS)
* Dr. TugbaBasaran
* Dr.JuanDiaz

10:00 Internal meeting teview committee
10:30 Session 5 - Students M,\ IntemaionalRelations (IR)

x Betty Dodd
x Stephanie Ilefet

11:00 Session 6 - Students LLM IntemationalLaw with IntetnattonalRelations (IL/IR)
x Maggie Tofellmire
* Alex Finocchio

71:30 Session 7 - Stâff MA IR and LLM IL/IR
+ Dr. Tom Casier (convenor MA IR)
x Dt. Yutaka A.rai (convenot LLM IL/IR)
+ Prof. Richatd \Mhitman

12:30 Intetnal meeting teview committee
13:00 Lunch
1.3:30 Open consultation hout and intemal meeting review committee
1,4:30 Session 8 - Students MA IntematonalPolitical Economy (IPE)

x I(tsty Whatrnough
* Satoshi Okuyama
x Haley van Btoekhoven

15:00 Session 9 - Students LLM Intemational Economic Law fltrr)
x lGmil Maj
x David Vargas
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15:30

1,6:30

1,7:00

1,7:30

Session 10 _ Staff MA IPE and LLM IEL
* Prof. Harm Schepel (convenor LLM IEL)
* Dr. Albena Azmanovz (convenor MA IPE)
Intemal meeting review committee
Session 11 - Alumni
* Sata Anguioni (X,IA IPE)
* Catmelo Lipatí (LLM IEL)
x Olivier Loose (À,fA ICS)
x Anna Lavizzari (À4,\ICS)
Session 12 - Alumni
x Rob Zaman (À,{A IR)
x Els Heytman (À.{,{ IR)
+ Carlotta Fagtoli (MA IR)
x Aurota Palko (\4,{ IR)
Intetnal meetìng review committee
End of day two

18:00
1,8:45

Wednesday 4Jr.une20t4
08:30 Arival review committee
09:00 Session 13 -Board of Studies

x Dr. Amanda I(lekowski von l(oppenfels (chair)
x Dt. Albena Azmanova
x Dr. Tom Casiet
* Dr. Yutaka r{.rai

10:15 Session 1,4 -Board of Bxaminers
x Ptof. Roger Vickerman (chafu)
* Ptof. Harrn Schepel
x Dr. Elise Feron
x Dr. Tugba Basaran

1,1,:1,5 Internal meeting review committee
1,2:00 Session 15 -Management review meetìng

x Ptof. Roger Vickerman
x Dr. Ämanda l(lekowski von I(oppenfels
x Mr. Alastair Ross

13:00 Lunch
73:30 Internal meeting review committee
16:00 Informal feedback session
76:30 End of site visit

76 QÀNU f Interna.j'onal. Studies, The University of Kent



Appendix 8: Theses and documents studied the committee

Prior to the site visit, the committee studied the theses of the students with the following
student numbets:

MA Internaîional Co nflict and S ecaritl

1,0902322 109011,93 1,0902308
10903237 11,905209 12906573

1,1,903563

12908497

12908475
1,1,905457

1,1,904087

11.904022

11,903443

1,0903239

1,2908309

11906404

10903369
10901956

1,1,904045

1,2908991,

1 190401 8

9900456

10902547
10901083

9908432
9909389

MA Intemational Re lations

1,09031,94 1,0900932
11905830 1,1,906456

MA Inte rnatio nal P o litica I E c0 nzmJl

1,1,9061,47 10901108 1,1,906469

1,0903390 1,09031,75 10901,975

LLM Intem atsona) Econornic Law
1,2908561, 1,1,906267 10900827

1.2908524 1,2909062 10900901

LLM Intem aional Law with Intetnational Relations
1,0902341, 1,0901,067 1,1,906484 11905618

11906383 1,1.904017 1,2908602 11904673

During the site visit, the committee studied, âmong othet things, the following documents

þartly as hard copies, partly via the institute's electronic leatning environment):

Syllab¡ Convenot's notes and coutsewotk of selected modules:
x PO933 Theories of Conflict and Violence
x PO881 State, Market and Society
* P 0932 International Relations Theory
* L\ø843 Intemational Human Rights Law
* LlØ859 Intemational Economic Regulation
* Fundamentals Dissertation and Research

Module specifications, module descrþtions and module evaluations

Minutes of the Board of Examiners
Minutes of the Board of Studies

Minutes of theJoint Council
External Examinet's reports
Pedodic Programme Reviews
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Appendix 9: Declarations of ndence

îlln,,ur,fl ,g^*a,u,,uori,o,y,:,0,i.

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND CONFIDENTIALITY

TO BE SUBMITTED PRIOR TO THE ASSESSMENT OF THE PROGRAMME

THE UNDERSIGNED

NAME:
¿. Ê t: A./

ADDRESS:
,4 /.)

P ttt tl ti \./t: a(,4,,) r

/ /. l, o î il¿t ¡¿ {'tN t,u í- (:'i AJ /i s' ¿-

J/ec c-/u.H

HAS BEEN ASKED TO ASSESS THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMME AS AN EXPERT /
SECRETARY:

APPLICATION SUBMITTED BY THE FOLLOWING INSTITUTION

¿/n-i"rrlt- t ; 1.r-,, . -/ /-¿:¿-,^-4a
//'

HEREBY CERTIFIES ïO NOT MAINTA|NtNG ANY (FAM|LY) CONNECTIONS OR TtES
OF A PERSONAL NATURE OR AS A RESEARCHER / TEACHER, PROFESSIONAL OR

CONSULTANT WTH THE ABOVE INSTITUTION, WHICH COULD AFFECT A FULLY
INDEPENDENT JUDGEMENT REGARDING THE OUALITY OF THE PROGRAMME IN

EITHER A POSITIVE OR A NEGATIVE SENSE;
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flìa .*r!¡füùì${¡ir¡rfr

r-{ERÉBy çEBltFIEs ro NÕT HÀMNG MATNTATNED Êuct4coftNçolsNsoR TtEs
WÍTH THE îNËTITUTION DURING TIIE PAST FIVE YEARS|

6 E.RTÍ F }ES TT gB3ËRVI¡IT 8TR{Q 1 GONFI ÞEN TJATITY WITH REGARD TA ALL
TfIAT HA.g COME ANûW1LL EOME TO HISIHER NAT{CE IN çONNEOTION WTIi
THË ASSESSMENT, I I¡$OFAR AS SUTH ÇONFIÐ ËNT}ALITY OAN REASONABLY EË
OLA|IIEDBY THË PROGRÀMMË, THË iNSTI?UT:ltfil QR NVAO;

¿
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fT116l#
*rlk¡fiçil, *U* ¡¡ s trvdì.¡l ¡.ñleii lr¡

ü ËCI_å,RS.TI üT.¡ TF I H ÞHP Ef{ EEåÈGË ÅH tr GONH NE}¡TTALITY

Tü Ë Ë. SUË$NffTËT} Ëft !ùR TO TÈTË ÅSSËSSMENT OF' THE PRç*RAÂ'Ifu1 E

TI"{E Uh'üER$¡GNÊü

I-IAS SEËN A$H&A TO A3SÊ.$S TþIË,ËOILTW}NG FRTßR.Afl4hTH Å.Ë AI}' EXFÉRT /
SHüfi.ËT¡{R\':

AFPTI CATI ËN Ë UBMIïfEÊ tsY T}"T€ ËÕLJ-ËWi NG II{BTIT¡.iTION :

l-lÊ mY *Ë*TtFfË$ Tt NüT SrlAlNTAtl',¡lNÕ Af"lY tËAt!ñ,à"Y) çû${ñlËÇTtffi,'J6 €* T$E$

ÐF À PEfrSÕNÀL H.EruRE OFI AS A REEEARç.f.IER J YÊÅGHER. FREFfiG$I*NAI- ÐR
cðr'rË{Jt-TAlr'fï WTH TS{Ë AB*VE ¡å¡STlruT¡tM, W}.|¡CH çÛULA ÅFFESï À PIJLLY
ifJTË.FËfiIÞËþIT JUBSËMËfiT RËQ*qftSlI{* THË üi.¡ÂLITY OF TI-{E FÊTGRÅMME }Iç¡

ËTTHEË A PÛ$ITß!€, OftA F¡Ë€AT{Vë &ËNSË;
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*- æ¡¡¡*r*hqr*ldtic

ro c$NNF0Î¡tN$ ÐF Trãs
qH

¡pxes v# ËË¡$rlß A€et i*ltJTFl) UnTH TME ilvng s,tiffi or
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ì¡l¿dõS úff ËrJ rìlft*lltiú{idùi$t

DËCú.*RåTIOH TF IHDEFEITÞEì3çE À]IT¡ GOT{FIDEi{ÏIûLITV

TS BE €UBf,IITTED FRIOR TO TþIË ÀS$ESSHË'Iff OF ælE FRæNåHHE

T}IE ¡"¡HIIERg¡GNËD

Ro^ To*

HOü4ESSFREÊË:
Hcsn.tst.{L,(ar

-ift€ t\<ålu**

¡{A$ æFF¡ *,SKËI} Ts AssËSg fHË FtL*.{Hrt#¡'lÊ Ff,eGnAil¡lE ÀS AN E)(P€Rï I
SHTñHTARYI

Çiìtå V*t:5' 'fo TtJ F R.âu({ELç. {rlJù¡.t

åP,pLtÊ^Trtì* slJËtifTTGÐ tY TIIE Ffr$"tÄrìfiStG li.lsrETL¡Tl0l{:

l{EREgY $ERTWIES Tçf*OT ttAtHVhÐffHB AÈlY {FåtllLr}t0?{l{EErlÕls* ffi îsËS

CIF A FËRSOTTå f**TE¡ffi ffi AS A } TE*ûFIER. PR.OiFESËßtr{At OR
CTùffiE"ItTÅ¡W ìJìñTH TT{E åBT!ñ Ii{STTÏ.'T}OÜ{ ì¡IJFMH CzuLS} ÅFFËCT A FI,¡L¡-Y

{tÐËPËå'{ÐËt{TJUÐGEHR{T REAAæfìñ TÞlE SJfrLITY üF Tt{F FRæF*uttrE ru¡

ElTt {Et A FÐÊrfiw æ * þtEgÃrt1rE €Ëf{sË;
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ffi *ãçrð{4rrr*,tu

H¡iREiËT eËFr¡fiË6 T.S t{ÐT HAtrñ¡ß Hå$nSil{ED SUCF4 Gotree|fitt'*& aF TIEÊ

Vt¡ln+ fHg ¡H8Tfntflfrf.¡ ût Rn¿e THE P.q8T FTIIETEAÊS:

ÇRnHäS Tû ÐüsEm/lHß STRI*T tffiFlÐEtilT¡åUTY lt*IH HEGAF# TB Al"¡^

THAT HÀjB tÉllE År& ìr*LLtÐìË ?d ÈåßF¡l{ElF l*tYlÛË ll¡t ëôñSffinWVÌñT}r
rHE å&îËSËitEt{l'. {Í{$ûFARAS SË¡É+{ ÉÕt6lBËf{TÞål-{TV 6ñS{ RE*FÕI¡AH.V EE

w*ff xæ gr TT€FRtGfrAllHE, TllE #'Ftlf.t ¡NOtr¡ €n fiVAq

f{ËRHät'.tFffi}Ëm Tð æltß AßeuÅrMfffi $Ífrf'{ Tt{G lwA0 æÐe tr
ûüÈ¿ü-#n

FlrÇH: b&ie** WdgÉin ÐåTk 
"{3 

*O"'t - ?-a {c'1
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D ET¡.A RANOH OF II*tr E PËf{Ð EI{ËH åN Þ C ff{ FI UE HÏIAUTY

T0 ËË SUåíüITTEO FRIûR Tê Tl,lË ÁSSESSlilEh¡T tF TH€ Pf;ÐßRSttßi{S

É*AlÆ:

.l¿-€-æ1**-' &*d

flAS EÊËH ASt{ËÐ TÕ ASSËSS THE fûl.LÉ\'tdþ{G FROGRSA{}¡IE åS À}l EXPEflT I
SE€BËTAfi\':

åPFIåTATIÕN SIJS$î ITTEû tsV THE FOtì.OW}h¡G i NSTITUÎSN ;

cglS/"5

iÞrgqg*6cùc,"É,Ð

HFREBY CEftTJFTHS T6 l'mY !|IAÈNTAINTNÈ ÀilY {F&lütltYJ cÕù{l{ËffttNs ÒF T1Ë5

SF Â FËRSÒf¿AI. hlAruflE ÛR AS A ftESEAflËHERI TËA#IËR, PÊTFËS,SÐþ¡ALOÊ

ÉûT€ULTANT WFH YHE A$EVE I¡¡STITUTIôI{, WÞ4*TùI C*ULq Jå¡FËËST Â ËU{.I-Y

lÞ¡ü€PËf.¡ÞENT JUÐGËfr{ENT RESAAÞINO THE QUA¡.ITY OF TFIE PROGR{MfrE tN

EITHEÊ A FO6ITIVE AR A }IEGATIVE EEf.IEq
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ffigffi.ñã,.r¡hr.*dto

þ{€FSBV CËR-EIFIE$ Tq þ¡eT fiÅVll{G h4AiNT,qS¡FÞ çtltt{ GçtrFlFüTltN$ Õft f€S
WïTH Tl'{Ë lt¿$TTllUÏlüd Þ.Unlre THE F¡€T Fl\iE Y€AfiÊ;

A8

FIERËBY CERT3FIB$ Tç AEÍ["}Ë ATffiJfiå{Tç$ WHì{ TI{F NUA* ÜONË ðF
çÐfrJBUCT.
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î,ln,y,",f 
"Pmu,.ccrúno*o,searan,

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND CONFIDENT]ALITY

TO BE SUBMITTED PRIOR TO THE ASSESSMENT OF THE PROGRAMME

THE UNDERSIGNED

NAME: TESÇ¿ tsaecY

HOME ADDRESS:

K.OàEN HOç LftAÑ LY
486o ¡'t

tGl ut-4

HAS BEEN ASKED TO ASSESS THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMME AS AN EXPERT /

SECRETARY:

¡¡,ng¿ñArÍ oN&L 51tlsi6r' pLOGP,nl4MEJ.

APPLICATION SUBMITTEÐ BY THE FOLLOWING INSTITUTION:

cs

HEREBY cERTIFIES TO NOT MAINTAINING ANY (FAMILY) CONNECTIONS OR TlEs

OF A PERSONAL NATURE OR AS A RESEARCHER / TEACHER. PROFESSIONAL OR

CONSULTANT WITH THE ABOVE INSTITUTION, WHICH COULD AFFECT A FULLY

INDEPENDENT JUDGEMENT REGARDING THE QUALITY OF THE PROGRAMME IN

EITHER A POSITIVE OR A NEGATIVE SENSE;
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HEREBY CERTIFIES TO NOT HAVING MAINTAINED SUCH CONNECTIONS OR TIES

WITH THE INSTITUTION DURING THE PAST FIVE YEARS;

CERTIFIES TO OBSERVING STRICT CONFIDENTIALITY WITH REGARD TO ALL

THAT HAS COME AND WILL COME TO HIS/HER NOTICE IN CONNECTION WITH

THE ASSESSMENT, INSOFAR AS SUCH CONFIDENTIALITY CAN REASONABLY BE

CLAIMED BY THE PROGRAMME, THE INSTITUTION OR NVAO:

HEREBY CERTIFIES TO BEING ACQUAINTED WITH THE NVAO CODE OF

CONDUCT.

Íi> ny,*q,o^ n *, ¿ u*n. nno,u

4 l+ I P'a\l

Yeîçe

PLACE:

SIGNATURE:

DATE:

2
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G.nvfr0

gEC LARåTIO N OF INDE PENDËNCE AliI D CO IIFIDENTIAUTY

rö BË suBuirrrÐ pRroR TÐ Tr-rE 
^ssË$sMËNT 

or fne pRoGpAMME

THE IJNDERSIËNED

NAME:
t't$*, î- wL Í-{!1€-Y¿ a ¡,2

HOMË AOARE$S:

Tü ASSESS TI{E FOLLOWNG PROGRAMME AS ÀN,Ë{PEEä

AFFLICATIçN SUBMITTÉD BY T'18 FOLIÕW¡N€ }NSTITUTiÛN:

IIEREBY CËRTlFiË$ TÛ NGT MÁINTAIN{NG A¡¡Y {FAMILY) ÇCINNECTIONS *R T+ËS
AF A PËI<SûNAL NATURË OR A8 A RES=ARCHFR /TEACHER, FRCFÉSSIONAI çF
cÕNsutTAMT WaTH THE ågüVÊ INSTTTUTION, Wt-fiC¡"lC$ULD AFFECT Â FULLY
INDFPENBÉNT J[JnüäMEtlT REGARÛING THE QUAI-ITY OF TFtË PROGRAMMÊ lN
E]THER A PTSITIVË OR ANEGATIVË SEN$Ë:

ry
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*. n#*#
ali,t*r- .:; ¡" , i )r¿lr¡.9+¡g{

CERT¡FIES 10 OËSËÊV'NG STRIçT TONFIDËISTIAL}TY WTH RåçARÞ TÜ ÂLL
TII.4T HAË CÐMË ÅNB ffiLt TOME TA ilIS/I.{ER NO'TICç IN CCINNEOTIÐN ffTH
TþlE,AssEEsMgNT' 9NsÕFÁft As guti;t ceNFtDgNTlÁL'TY tAN R*A$çNF,BLY B€
ÇIÀIMËÐ fiY Y¡"IH FR*GRAMMF, THE INSTITUTIûN TR NVAT;

HËRËBY gÐRT:Ë¡ËS rc ñCIï FtðVtHG MAI|{TANËË SUû{i tÇNNFCTtçStS OR TIES
WTH TI"{Ë ¡NSTITUTìE¡¡ ÐUR¡NG THE P.{$T FIVË YFftRS;

I.IFREBY T*RTIF}*S Tç EëING AEQUAINTEÐ WlH T'{E NVAç CT*g Tr
c*¡¡úucT.
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